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FOREWORD 


Lire’s highest loyalty is loyalty to Christ, which 
is just another way of saying that it is loyalty to 
the highest. Worthier object of loyalty cannot any- 
where be found. Among those who have lived 
on earth there has not arisen a greater. The 
sublimity of his character has won for him “the 
name which is above every name,” and never does 
anyone act more nobly than when he bows in 
homage at his feet. 

The quest of the soul after the ideal life is an 
unconscious seeking after Christ, and never can 
the object of that quest be realized until Christ is 
found. When an aspiring soul comes to know 
Christ he simply passes from unconscious to con- 
scious following, and reaches that happy blossom- 
ing time in which a latent faith takes outward 
form and he and Christ alike both come into posses- 
sion of their own. 

In his poem “Merlin and the Gleam” Tennyson 
thrills the heart of youth with the ringing appeal: 

“Not of the sunlight, 
Not of the moonlight, 
Not of the starlight! 
O young Mariner, 
Down to the haven, 
Call your companions, 
Launch your vessel 
And crowd your canvas, 
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And, ere it vanishes 
Over the margin, 
After it, follow it, 
Follow the Gleam.” 


Yes, if the gleam in the darkness is all that one 
has, he must follow it faithfully and fearlessly; in 
other words, he must be true to the light which he 
possesses. But let no one imagine that a gleam in 
the darkness is all that a kind Heaven has given to 
mortals to guide them across the stormy and 
treacherous sea of life. Away back in pre-Chris- 
tian times a growing revelation was given, “here a 
little and there much,” as men were able to take it 
in. And when the fullness of the time had come, 
the God-inspired Man, for whose advent prophetic 
souls in all nations longed and looked, and who, as 
Plato put it, was to teach men their duty and take 
away all darkness from their eyes, at length ap- 
peared in the Man of Galilee, who was heard pro- 
claiming, “I am the light of the world; he that 
followeth me shall not walk in the darkness, but 
shall have the light of life” (John 8. 12). It is not, 
therefore, by the fitful gleam of natural religion 
that the youthful mariner in this day of Christian 
enlightenment is to steer his little bark, but by the 
clear light of the perfect revelation, which has been 
given in Jesus Christ. 

Here we face the question,—how may we come 
to know the Christ who, when known, takes the 
heart of man captive? Of first-hand knowledge 
there is one source only and that is the New Testa- 
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ment. To these records contemporary history has 
very little to add, and most of the few stray refer- 
ences to be found in it are of doubtful authenticity. 
In the Gospels we have his portrait, in the Epistles 
we have an interpretation of his life. What those 
thought of him who companioned with him or lived 
so close to his time as to receive first-hand impres- 
sions from those who could say “What we have seen 
and heard declare we unto you,” is simply indis- 
pensable to a right understanding of who he is, 
what he is, and what is the measure of the debt 
which humanity owes to him. In the present day 
the assertion is often heard that we have to make 
our own Christ, by which is meant that we are to 
create our Christ out of our own imaginings, our 
Christ being merely our highest embodied ideal of 
moral excellence. Such a statement is utterly mis- 
leading; for, while each one is to see Christ from 
his own particular viewpoint, his conception of him 
must be formed from the material furnished in 
the New Testament; he doesn’t create the facts; 
he merely interprets them according to his under- 
standing of them. To the New Testament we must 
therefore turn, that out of its pages we may see 
looking upon us the same blessed face that looked 
upon those who knew him after the flesh. The 
ultimate object of faith is Christ, and we are to 
keep looking through the Word until he is found; 
just as one wishing to see some object outside of 
his house does not allow his vision to be arrested 
by the glass of the window, but looks through it 
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and beyond it until his eyes rest upon the object 
of his desire. Beyond the sacred page we must 
therefore go until we find the living Christ, for it 
is with him personally we have to do; and from 
seeing his picture in the written Word we must 
pass on to the experience of his presence in the 
soul; for it is not Christ in the Bible that saves 
but Christ dwelling in the heart—‘“Christ in you 
the hope of glory.” 

In the first-hand, face-to-face experience of 
Christ there is an evidential value not otherwhere 
to be found. And anyone who comes into direct 
and personal relation with Christ not only comes 
to know something about him, he also comes to 
know him as a living, loving reality. As Dr. John 
R. Mott so pertinently says in a recent utterance, 
“In order to prove our faith to a most alert and 
inquiring generation we simply must confront men 
with the Living Christ.” 

By anyone who comes into contact with Christ 
in this personal and intimate way his claims are at 
Once recognized as paramount and a free and full 
surrender of the life is made to him. Conferring 
not with flesh and blood as to what he ought to do 
he takes his orders directly from his newly dis- 
covered and accepted Master; and, facing the un- 
known future with its responsibilities, he declares: 


“T’ve got to follow what I’ve seen 
Til this ‘young’ body dies, 

For I dare not face in that land of grace 
The sorrow of those eyes.” 


CHAPTER I 
LOYALTY TO CHRIST AS A PERSON 


REFERRING to loyalty in general, Professor 
Josiah Royce defines it to be “willing and practical 
and thoroughgoing devotion to a cause.” But 
Christian loyalty is more than that. It is, first of 
all, devotion to a person; and after that it is devo- 
tion to a cause. A Christian is loyal to Christ’s 
cause because he is loyal to Christ himself. When 
he accepts him as Master he surrenders his life to 
him; identifies himself with his interests, and 
makes his cause his own. 


PERSONALITY 


Personality is a great word in the religious 
thought of the present day. But while the use of 
the word in this connection is modern, the thing 
for which it stands is as old as religion itself. Reli- 
gion has always had to do with two separate but 
closely related persons, God and man; and con- 
sists in the establishment of commerce between 
them. Any religious system that destroys or 
weakens the sense of personality, human or divine, 
evaporates into thin air. This is the weakness of 
Theosophy, Christian Science, and all kindred 
cults. By reducing God to an essence, they reduce 
man to a nonentity ; by adopting the pantheistic posi- 
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tion that God is all and that man is a mere frag- 
ment of the infinite, they blot out the very pos- 
sibility of ethical distinctions. The sense of moral 
obligation grows out of the sense of personality; 
man conscious of self is man conscious of obliga- 
tion. The call of God always postulates ability of 
response. 


“So nigh is grandeur to our dust, 
So near is God to man, 

When Duty whispers low, ‘Thou must,’ 
The youth replies, ‘I can.’” (Emerson.) 


In things moral can is the measure of ought; what 
one can do he ought to do, or, as the word indicates, 
he owed to do. Duty is that which is due and hence 
is never optional but always obligational, and the 
measure of a man’s responsibility is always equal to 
the measure of his ability. The “I am” and the 
“I ought” are twins; they are born at the same 
time, they live together, they grow together, they 
die together. 


Moratity Roorep IN PERSONALITY 


Apart from personality in God and man there 
can be no conception of action as right or wrong, 
but simply as pleasurable or painful, advantageous 
or disadvantageous. Take away the idea of the 
personal soul as related to a personal God and you 
destroy the foundation of morals. To a personal 
God we will have personally to answer for every 
social act. 
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Tue First STEP IN CHRISTIAN ‘EXPERIENCE 


Christian experience begins by recognizing the 
fact of Christ as a real person, with whom we have 
personal and vital relation; not a lost leader, “upon 
whose grave with shining eyes the Syrian stars 
look down,” but the actual leader of the forces of 
righteousness in the world to-day; not a historical 
personage only, but a living presence; not_only One 
who lived, but One who lives; One with whom we 
can enter into personal contact anywhere and at any 
time; One who can be our companion all along the 
way, with whom we can enjoy the closest, dearest 
fellowship and into whose eternal friendship we 
can enter when we will. 

The idea of an ever-present God is conspicuously 
absent from heathen faiths. Great Pan is dead; so 
are all the heathen deities. They are memories 
rather than actual presences. A Christian mission- 
ary entered into an African village, where he found 
a Mohammedan teaching. In the course of the con- 
versation the Mohammedan turned with contempt, 
pointed toward the missionary and said: “This man 
has no proof of his religion. We turn to our Mecca 
and find the tomb of our prophet. He turns to 
Jerusalem and finds nothing.” To this the mis- 
sionary made reply, “That is the truth. You wor- 
ship a dead leader; we worship a risen, living 
Christ.” Yes, Christ lives in our world to-day, not 
merely in the lives of his people, but also as a real 
Person, with whom we can meet and with whom 
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our lives may be intertwined. In the words “Lovest 
thou me?” we have the appeal of one to another. 
Christ does not ask us to accept his religion, but to 
accept himself; he does not impose upon us a cer- 
tain creed, nor does he require that we conform to 
certain rubrics or rituals. His one inclusive de- 
mand is that we love him for what he is himself, 
for what he has done and is doing for us; for when 
our love is won, we are his forever. 

To this appeal Christ expects a personal response. 
But by many the main issue involved is evaded, 
sometimes wittingly, oftener unwittingly. The 
specific thing which Christ demands is lost sight 
of, and other things are put in its place. For defi- 
nite decision for Christ there is no substitute, and 
from the responsibility of making it there is no 
escape. Even those who have been dedicated to the 
Lord in infancy by their parents have to accept 
Christ for themselves, and thus make the parental 
act of dedication their own, adopting the sentiment 
if not the words, 


“Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
We will be true to thee till death.” 


THe Main Question at Issue 


With many the first question considered is, “Will 
I unite with the church?” But this question can 
wait until the main question, “Will I unite myself 
to Christ?” has been decided. The main choice 
carries the subordinate choice with it; and one who 
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has joined himself to Christ will unite with his 
Church as a matter of course. But perhaps the 
most common and most subtle mistake into which 
the would-be disciple falls, is that of substituting 
following duty for following Christ, and imagining 
that the response which Christ asks can be made by 
taking up some form of social service. The term 
“social service” has become a religious fetish. It 
is generally used in a very restricted and technical 
sense. With direct social service young people have 
comparatively little to do. The business in which 
they are at present engaged is mainly preparation for 
social service. What they are meanwhile concerned 
about is not so much social service as Christian ser- 
vice. That a true follower of Christ will be a social 
servant goes without saying, but anyone who is 
loyal to his Master, will delight in being a servant 
of men and in testifying that every part of his 
service for others is done in his name and for 
his sake. It is not enough that we give him some- 
thing; we must give him ourselves. To every 
one he comes saying, “I seek not yours but you.” 
Nothing short of the gift of oneself will meet his 
demand. 

When the disciples of Socrates brought to him 
their presents, a poor youth hung back. He had 
nothing to give. Moved by a mighty impulse, he 
threw himself at the master’s feet, exclaiming, “Oh, 
Socrates, I give thee myself.” To which the master 
answered, addressing the entire group, “He has 
given more than you all.” 
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Wuat Loyatty to Curist As A PERSON IMPLIES 


It implies the acknowledgment of his authority as 
supreme, and our unhesitating, unquestioning 
obedience to it. It implies the erection within the 
heart of man of a new standard of authority to 
which he is to yield unquestioning and unhesitating 
obedience. There is no more alarming symptom in 
the life of the world to-day than the weakened 
sense of authority. 

From every department of our social life au- 
thority is well-nigh gone. It is sometimes said 
that in the family, which is the social norm, there 
is as much government as ever ; if so, it has, in many 
instances, changed hands, with the result that the 
home is found to resemble a pyramid resting upon 
its apex. How is the lawlessness which begins in 
the home and runs through every ramification of 
our social life to be put down? There is but one 
way, and that is by establishing in the heart of man 
the sense of divine authority ; and precisely this is 
what Jesus came to do. Jesus himself claimed 
absolute and universal authority. In his farewell 
prayer, he asserts that the Father had given to him, 
as his representative, “authority over all flesh.” 
When once his authority is recognized and obeyed 
everything in the life of a man comes into harmony 
with the divine purpose. 


THE Vision THAT RESTRAINS 


An ancient oracle says, “Where there is no 
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vision, the people cast off restraint,” or “are law- 
less’ (Prov. 29. 18). The restraining vision 
which the world needs and which Christ came 
to give is first of all and most of all a vision 
of God. When God becomes a mere abstraction 
the sense of authority is lost. It is only when he 
is seen as the living God to whom we are personally 
responsible that the vision of his presence checks 
our insurgent impulses. When the temptations 
rising out of our sensuous nature come in their 
most seductive form and the hot blood of youth is 
felt pulsing in every vein, the vision which re- 
strains is that which came to Joseph when he ex- 
claimed, “How can I do this great wickedness and 
sin against my God?” Where the vision of God is 
blotted out lawlessness of every kind comes in like 
a flood. Anarchy is the legitimate offspring of 
atheism. If God be taken away, the foundation of 
all social order is destroyed, for society rests ulti- 
mately not upon the consent of the governed, but 
upon the will of the supreme. : 

To Christ God hath given “authority to execute 
judgment, because he is a son of man” (John 5. 
27). That he is to be the judge of all at the end 
of the Christian age is generally recognized, but 
what we have to remember also is that his judg- 
ment work is not altogether a thing of the future, 
“Now is the judgment of this world,” now are the 
souls of men being sifted out before his judgment 
seat. And this idea of judgment as a process going 
on in the present as well as a crisis in the 
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future is something which needs to be restored as 
one of the working forces in the religious life of 
the present day. 


THE Vision TuHat ConstRAINS 


Just as the vision of divine holiness restrains 
from wrongdoing, so the vision of divine love con- 
strains to rightdoing; and no religious experience 
is complete that does not pass from the vision of 
divine holiness that awakens fear, to the vision of 
divine love that awakens love. Had the early 
Christians been asked to disclose the secret of their 
joyous and whole-hearted consecration to the ser- 
vice of man, with one consent they would have an- 
swered, “The love of Christ constraineth us” (2 
Cor. 5. 14). They had fallen in love with Christ, 
and love to him had become a master passion by 
which their lives were swayed. Under its mighty 
urge they were led to pour their lives out without 
stint in the service of humanity. . 

We have seen a similar transformation wrought 
on a lower plane when the life of a shiftless youth, 
under the love of a pure and noble woman, has been 
changed into one of honored usefulness. In- 
crease that miracle a thousand fold and still you 
have not come to the measure of the transforming 
power of the love of Christ. 

The story comes down to us that, when a cru- 
sader who was one of the bravest of the brave fell 
in battle, mortally wounded, as his comrades carried 
him off the field, they found inside of his helmet 
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a scrap of paper on which was written the im- 
mortal hymn, whose opening words are, 


“Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all Nature! 
O thou of God and man the Son! 

Thee will I cherish, thee will I honor, 
Thou! my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.” 


In this hymn was revealed the secret of his hero- 
ism and sacrifice. No wonder it afterward became 
the battle song to which the crusaders pursued their 
weary march, fighting their way to the city of their 
dreams to rescue the holy sepulcher from the hands 
of the Saracens. 

A still more familiar instance of the transforming 
power of love of the personal Christ is found in 
case of young Saul of Tarsus, a student in the 
school of Gamaliel, who, when on the persecution 
of the Christians bent, met on the Damascus road 
the risen Christ, the vision of whose supernal glory 
so impressed him that he fell at his feet, exclaiming, 
“Lord, what wouldst thou have me to do?” The 
vision of Christ which came to him he speaks of as 
a “heavenly vision,” and by it he was held captive 
through a long life of privation and suffering in the 
cause of his new-found Lord. When he had come 
to be called “Paul, the aged,” he was led one morn- 
ing from his lodging in Rome by a band of soldiers 
along the Appian Way, to the place of execution, 
and by one swift stroke of the sword of the Roman 
headsman, he was liberated from all his earthly 
tribulations, and introduced into heavenly glory. 
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It will be observed that in all these instances hu- 
man hearts were won to Christ, and bound to him 
by unbreakable bonds, by coming into personal con- 
tact with him and coming under the spell of his 
personal influence. Their loyalty to him was the 
loyalty of one person to another, a loyalty in which 
love answered love, and sacrifice answered sacri- 
fice. 


A PEersonaL Response DEMANDED 


In an interesting biography of a noted minister, 
just published, there is a chapter entitled, “He 
Finds Himself.” It certainly is an important event 
in the life of anyone when he finds*himself, but it is 
a still more important event when he finds God; 
and there are friends of the noted preacher, re- 
ferred to above, who would like to have seen in his 
biography another chapter entitled, “He Finds 
God.” 

Baron Bunsen, an old-time German diplomat, who 
was as conspicuous for his simple piety as for his 
political integrity, remarks in his autobiography, 
that the greatest event that ever happened in the 
whole of his long life was his meeting with Christ. 
That which made it so was the fact that when as 
a young man he stood face to face with him, like 
Saul of Tarsus, he was “not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision,” but to the end of a long, trying 
public career, followed faithfully what he had seen. 
Let anyone pause to contemplate this vision and his 
attitude toward Christ will be changed from nega- 
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tive to positive, passing from indifference to inter- 
est, and from interest to action. 

The importance of personal response to the au- 
thority of Christ can hardly be exaggerated. When 
that has been made, the crisis of being is reached 
and the heavenly life begun. Submission to his 
authority is inevitably followed by submission to 
all the lesser authorities that heaven has ordained. 
Let any young person bow in loving, loyal submis- 
sion before his scepter, and he will at once submit 
to parental authority, honoring father and mother 
in the Lord. Let the most notorious lawbreaker 
accept his authority and he will become a law-abid- 
ing citizen. Loyalty to his authority never fails 
to give to the soul a fixed center around which the 
whole of life may be reconstructed; so that all its 
erratic movements may be stabilized, its wayward 
impulses controlled, its possible headlong plunge 
into chaos checked, and all its interests and activi- 
ties, earthward and heavenward, brought into har- 
mony with the moral order of the universe. 


Tue HonorAaBLE THING TO Do 


If it be true that loyalty is “the heart of all 
virtue,” is it not passing strange that in multitudes 
of cases where life’s lower loyalties are scrupulously 
fulfilled, its supreme loyalty is often withheld? 
The main reason for this is that Christ is not 
really known in a personal way. Much may be 
known about him by those to whom he is a stranger. 
When personally known he is loved, and when loved 
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the highest homage is freely and joyously accorded 
him. Had the rulers of this world beheld his glory, 
instead of crucifying him they would have crowned 
him, and there are many in our day who are turn- 
ing away their faces from him, who, if they could 
only see him in his compelling attractiveness, as he 
is made known in the circle of his divine and hu- 
man relationships, would give to him their utmost 
fealty. A young man to whom the claims of Jesus 
were wisely and warmly presented, when asked 
what he was going to do about them, at once re- 
plied, “Respond to them, of course, for I cannot 
see how anyone possessing a spark of honor can do 
anything else.’’ 


CHAPTER II 
LOYALTY TO CHRIST AS A LEADER 


THE simplest and most elementary form in which 
the religious life -finds expression is that of follow- 
ing a leader. The human species is gregarious. Its 
individual units follow their leaders as a flock of 
sheep follow the bell-wether. The group spirit is 
instinctive, and in every group there is generally 
one to whom the right of leadership is freely ac- 
corded. We see this not only among politicians 
and public men in general, but among young peo- 
ple on the school playground or on the college 
campus. Even the street gamins have their gang 
leader. 


LEADERSHIP NEEDED 


In nothing is leadership more greatly needed 
than in the religious life! It is not in “Man that 
walketh to direct his steps.” At no time in life 
is anyone wise enough to map out his own course; 
and especially is this the case in that “storm-and- 
stress period” through which every young person 
has to pass. Without a leader every young person 
is like a dog that has lost his master in a crowd. 
It keeps running aimlessly to and fro, getting no- 
where. Without a competent leader no one can 
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make his way through the uncharted places of diffi- 
culty and danger that lie before him, but must in- 
evitably wander from his proper course, and “be- 
come in endless mazes lost.” 


CHOOSING A LEADER 


The choice of a leader is the most eventful thing 
that can take place in the life of anyone starting 
out on life’s journey. When the fateful choice has 
been made, and the wrong leader has been chosen, 
the most direful consequences follow. The path of 
life is strewn with wrecked lives, plainly traceable 
to an unwise choice of leaders. On the other hand, 
when the right leader has been found and chosen, 
the most blessed consequences follow. Henceforth 
every step taken leads onward to the goal. To 
every one in the plastic period of youth there come 
moments to decide who the leader of his life is to 
be. The challenge has to be squarely faced, 
“Choose ye this day whom ye will follow.” Upon 
the decision made, destiny hangs. 


LEADERSHIP OFFERED 


When the Master of men comes to those who are 
standing on the threshold of life, as he came to the 
young men whom he gathered around him to be 
his standard bearers, saying, “Follow me,” he vir- 
tually offers himself as their pioneer, their path- 
finder, and path-breaker, to go before them, show- 
ing them the way. He assumes all responsibility 
touching our future, and undertakes to see us safely 
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through. Around such a leader who would not 
gladly rally! 


TRUSTFUL FOLLOWING 


The first thing demanded is that we follow our 
new Leader implicitly, taking him as our guardian 
and guide and committing ourselves unreservedly 
to his keeping. 

What our great leader demands first of all and 
most of all is our confidence. We are to follow 
him unfalteringly whether he leads us over a velvety 
lawn or along a dark difficult way, saying, 


“I am trusting thee, Lord Jesus; 
Never let me fall; 
I am trusting thee forever, 
And for all.” 


In this act of trusting ourselves into his hands we 
must be prepared to face unflinchingly whatever 
difficulties we may meet in the way, enduring hard- 
ness as good followers of Jesus Christ. 

There is too much softness in the religion of to- 
day. We cushion our hard duties; we wind flowers 
around the cross so that its sharp edges may not 
cut our shoulders; we broaden the narrow way and 
seek to bring its steep places down to an easy grade. 
We resemble the pilgrim who, when ordered to do 
penance by traveling a certain number of miles with 
peas in his boots, took the precaution to boil the 
peas before setting out. As Bunyan says, “We are 
ready to follow religion when she walks out in 
silver slippers, amid the sunshine and applause,” 
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but we shrink from the way of the cross. Yet it is 
the way of the cross that leads to the crown; for 
has not the Master said, “Whosoever doth not bear 
his own cross, and come after me, cannot be my 
disciple” ? 

Never must we show the white feather, whatever 
difficulties may confront us. Fearlessness is born 
of faith. Faith in our Leader inspires courage and 
hope. He may lead us into strange ways, and we 
may be sorely perplexed, but if we trust him im- 
plicitly we will fear no evil. He knows the way 
he is taking us, if we do not; he never asks us to 
go where he does not go before us; and he has 
pledged himself to become responsible for our 
guidance if we allow him to lead. Happy in the 
confidence that he will not allow us to miss our 
way, but will ultimately guide us to our goal, may 
we say, 


“Where he leads we will follow, 
We will follow all the way.” 


INTELLIGENT FoLLOWING 


Christ will not be satisfied with blind loyalty. He 
wants us to be able to give a reason why we have 
attached ourselves to him as his followers. The 
force of Christ’s appeal, “Follow thou me,” isin 
the final word. We instinctively ask, “Who is this 
Jesus of Nazareth, that he should make such un- 
heard of demands upon us?” The demands which 
he makes are those which only one clothed with 
divine authority has the right to make. He asks 
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from us all that a God can ask—our utmost love 
and loyalty. But while in the darkness there can 
be no choice, choice may be made when the light is 
very dim. Those whom Jesus drew to himself at 
first knew him very imperfectly, and followed him 
stumblingly; but when they came to know him 
better, and came under the spell of his influence, 
they grew from babes in Christ to full-grown men. 
And that is the normal course of development. Nor 
did he burden these young men with hard condi- 
tions of discipleship. He reduced discipleship to 
its simplest terms. All that he asked was that they 
take him as their Lord and Leader and follow him 
implicitly. They entered into his service without 
struggle or agony; he accepted them as they were 
and set them to work. 

At first Christ may be followed haltingly, waver- 
ingly; but as we go on we ought to walk with ever 
firmer step. Faith must grow from an act to an 
attitude, from an attitude to a habit. Much is not 
to be expected at first. A babe has to learn to 
walk; a newly hatched bird has to learn to fly. One 
who has begun to follow Christ may walk feebly 
and haltingly at first, but he is headed in the right 
direction and will gain strength as he proceeds. We 
need to distinguish carefully between real and 
mature discipleship, between “following the gleam” 
and following the clear light, the Sun of Righteous- 
ness. One may set out in the Christian way along 
with the Great Companion in the gray of the morn- 
ing; but as he pushes on, the light will increase and 
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“his path will be that of the dawning light, which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” 


FREE FoLLowING 


We are to follow from constraint, not from com- 
pulsion. “Heaven but persuades, almighty man 
decrees.” There are no conscripts in Christ’s army, 
but all are volunteers. Those who follow in his 
train do so from choice. Professor Huxley is re- 
ported to have said: “If I could be turned into a 
clock, and wound up every morning in order to be 
made to think and to do what is right, I would 
instantly close with the offer.” But such a formal, 
mechanical action would possess no moral quality 
whatsoever. It would reduce man to a mere puppet, 
moving as he is moved. What our great, moral 
Leader demands is free following. We are not to 
follow him because we have to, but because we 
want to. The service we are to give to him is not 
to come like water pumped up under high pressure, 
but is to flow forth freely as a living fountain. 
This kind of following comes only from love. We 
follow our great Leader freely only when we fol- 
low him as a lover. Free following implies not only 
the power to respond to the call of Christ but also 
the power to repel it. God has given to man a 
measure of his own creative energy, enabling him 
to originate, change, and to decide his own fate. 
This power he can use to his. profit or to his un- 
doing. He can shut his eyes to the light; he can 
resist the Holy Spirit; he can be disobedient to 
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“the heavenly vision.” His refusal is just as free 
as his following, and upon his fateful choice destiny 
hangs. 


FrxepD FOLLOWING 


That is to say, following with a fixed determina- 
tion. 
“One ship sails east and another sails west 
With the very same winds that blow. 
°Tis the set of the sails, and not the gales, 
That tells them the way to go. 
Like the winds of the sea are the winds of fate 
As we voyage along thro’ life. 
’Tis the set of the soul that decides its goal, 


And not the calm or the strife.” 
(Ella Wheeler Wilcox) 


By the set of the.soul is meant the set of the 
will; for the will is to the soul what a rudder is to 
a ‘ship or the tail-feathers are to a bird; it is the 
thing to steer by. And those who steer aright are 
borne along not by the winds of fate but by the 
winds which a loving Providence controls. 

A wonderful instrument has been invented which 
seems destined to revolutionize navigation. It is 
popularly called the “metal mind” and consists of 
a device attached to the steering gear which will 
guide a ship from port to port through all kinds of 
weather without deviating in the least from its pre- 
determined course, thus dispensing entirely with 
the services of a pilot. No such automatic method 


2Used by permission of W. B. Conkey Company. 
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can ever be discovered for the steering of the course 
of a human soul. The hand must never be taken 
for a moment off the tiller; and although there may 
be times when the sea is smooth and the skies are 
bright, when a measure of relaxation may be 
allowed, yet because of sudden gusts of temptation 
when the sea may be lashed into yeasty foam, there 
must always be a state of preparedness to meet any 
possible emergency. Not until the port has been 
reached can the hand be taken from the tiller. 


NaturaL FoitLtow1ncG 


It is as natural for a rightly instructed youth to 
follow Christ as it is for the tide to follow the 
Moon, or the needle to follow the magnet, or for 
the flower to open to the sun. Religion is life, and 
not something apart from it; and the first law of 
life is that one be natural, that he be himself; not 
aping others, but giving to himself the freest, full- 
est possible expression. Religion does. not wipe out 
temperamental differences, but, like water, takes on 
the shape of the vessel into which it is poured. 
Much harm has been done trying to squeeze reli- 
gious experience into one mold, thus forcing upon 
many a type of religion utterly foreign to their 
nature. It would be quite natural for those of a 
highly wrought, emotional temperament to have 
heart throes of conviction when entering the Chris- 
tian life, but for those of a lower toned emotional 
nature, it would be just as natural to make the great 
decision quietly, without any hysterical accompani- 
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ments—in the deliberate fashion in which they 
would choose a profession, or make any other im- 
portant decision, involving life-long consequences. 
Over into the new life they may quietly pass with- 
out any shock of emotion, just as the ship crosses 
the equator line without any grating of the keel. 

Equally harmful is it to attempt to put old heads 
upon young shoulders. A boy’s religion is for a 
boy, and a man’s religion for a man. Nothing is 
more beautiful than the religion of old age, in its 
place; but it is not germane to the hot blood and 
bounding pulse of youth. Everything in its order 
and according to its nature is alike the law of life 
and of religion. 


INwarD AS WELL AS OuTWARD FOLLOWING 


To be loyal to Jesus as our Leader means that we 
take his life as our standard, endeavoring to live as 
he lived; that we follow him as a child might fol- 
low his father’s footprints in the snow. “It would 
be difficult,” says John Stuart Mill, the eminent 
English philosopher, “to find a better rule of virtue 
than that which Jesus has furnished.”” What should 
be said is that it would be impossible to do so. Never 
can Jesus be surpassed. He is the one perfect 
model. In him the law appears drawn out in living 
characters. The goal of humanity consists in attain- 
ing unto the measure of his stature. 

In his outward life there were many things 
which we cannot copy, for he lived under condi- 
tions very different from ours, yet the essential 
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qualities of his character are always imitable. True 
imitation consists in the imitation of his spirit, and 
when his spirit is caught, his example is most faith- 
fully copied. Those who can say, “Christ liveth 
in me,” can also say, “For to me to live is Christ.” 
Prominent among the things of Jesus which we are 
to make our own are the following: 

1. His faith. He is the example of faith as well 
as its object. He furnished the most shining ex- 
ample of faith the world has ever known. He went 
before us in the way of faith, that he might teach 
us to trust our Father’s love and care in life’s dark- 
est hours, never doubting that the clouds would 
break, and that however hard life might be, the end 
would justify the means. 

2. His dauntless courage. A Chinese scholar, 
when converted to Christ, was asked what thing 
produced the most profound impression upon him 
as he read the Gospels for the first time. He re- 
plied, “The heroism of Jesus as he set his face like 
flint to go up to Jerusalem to meet his fate.” He 
exclaimed: “That was sublime! In all history there 
is nothing like it.” As an act of sublime heroism, it 
was in keeping with all that went before. It was 
the dramatic ending of a heroic life. As the cross 
threw its shadow athwart his path, his heart must 
have shrunk within him ; but never once did he 
falter in his purpose, but went on to the bitter end, 
fulfilling the Father’s will in suffering as he had 
done in service. 

3. His meckness. If we accept Jesus as our 
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ideal, it is a mistake to infer that it is unmanly 
to submit to personal injury. ‘You are a coward, 
Tom; why don’t you strike back? Catch me taking 
it so quietly,” said one boy to another on the play- 
ground. Was Jesus a coward? And what did he 
do when he was scourged, struck in the face, and 
spit upon? Did he strike back? It t_takes more 
courage to bear injury than to resent it. There is 
a bulldog kind of courage that bites back, but it 
has no moral quality whatsoever. The meekest 
men are the bravest; ‘“The man who rules his own 
spirit is mightier than he who taketh a city.” To 
him is given serenity of soul which all the buffet- 
ings of the world cannot destroy. 

4. His spirit of forgiveness. This was his hard- 
est lesson. To enforce that lesson he exemplified it, 
praying for those who nailed him to the cross, 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do.” The forgiveness of enemies is not 
natural. That is true, but it is Christian. It is a 
distinctive mark of a follower of Christ, and is 
necessary to one’s own forgiveness. An unfor- 
giving soul breaks down the bridge by which he 
himself can return to God, for the Master has said, 
“Tf you forgive not from your heart every brother his 
trespass, neither will your heavenly Father forgive 
your trespasses.” “What can Jesus Christ do for 
you now?” exclaimed a cruel master, as he applied 
the lash to the back of his slave. “Help me to for- 
give you, Massa,” was his reply. 

There are some indispensable things which con- 
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stitute practical following: if any man have not 
the spirit of Christ, he is none of his. | 

5. His brotherliness. He was the friend of the 
friendless, the defender of the weak, the champion 
of the disinherited, the liberator of the oppressed, 
taking the part of the under dog in the fight, loving 
man as man, being utterly blind to all distinctions 
of race or rank. 


ENTHUSIASTIC FOLLOWING 


Enthusiasm is natural in life’s bright morning. 
Those who still have upon them the dew of their 
youth and whose youthful enthusiasm has not been 
cooled by contact with a cynical world, have their 
hearts kindled like a fire new stirred, at the mention . 
of the name of the One who has taken it captive. 
But natures differ. Some are like a fire of bitumi- 
nous coal, that readily bursts into flame; while others 
are like a fire of anthracite coal, that burns with a 
ruddy, flameless glow. Yet, when all allowance 
has been made, we find that many who follow 
other leaders wholeheartedly never warm up to 
Christ. Their hearts do not burn within them as 
they walk with him and talk with him by the way. 
If true to themselves and to him, this half-hearted- 
ness would cease; for there is that in Christ which, 
when known and mused upon, always stirs the heart 
to its deepest depths. 

We are to follow Jesus, heads up, not hanging 
down like a bulrush. Happy in the Lord, we 
should delight in doing his will. His commands 
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are not grievous; his yoke is easy, because it is 
“lined with love.” 

It is a sure instinct that has led to the custom of 
dressing candidates for baptism, and for their first 
communion, in white robes. They come to the 
open confession of Christ with joy upon their heads. 
Their public espousal of him is a joyous event, and 
it is one in the celebration of which Heaven shares. 


IRREVERSIBLE FOLLOWING 


In accepting Christ as leader there must be no 
fitful following, no vacillation or reservation, no 
swerving of purpose; the flag must be kept flying 
at masthead, the whole life must be put at the Lord’s 
disposal. Full surrender may call for sacrifices of 
which we little dream, but in that way life’s glory 
lies; before making it we must count the cost. 
Having put our hand to the plow not only must 
there be no going back—there must be no looking 
back. When the Rubicon has been crossed, there 
must be no revision of the step that has been taken. 
Every bridge must be burned down and the pos- 
sibility of retreat cut off. 

In the present day of questioning and doubt, 
there is often much hesitancy and embarrassment 
about responding to Christ’s call because of diffi- 
culties concerning his perfect divinity. There are 
many in the position of a Jewish friend of the 
writer who said: “I am sorely perplexed. In read- 
ing the New Testament record about Jesus it some~ 
times seems to me as if the face looking out from 
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its pages was that of the Messiah, but the vision 
fades and I am left in darkness. Jesus I love and 
honor, and if he is what you believe him to be, he 
will know that I meant all right, and should the 
time of revelation come in this world or in any 
other, I will be the first to bow in homage at his 
feet.” With almost every thinking mind, faith in 
Christ’s true divinity is not maintained without a 
struggle. But even when this higher faith is shaken 
the majesty of his character will hold us to him as 
with hooks of steel; and looking upon him as the 
fairest of the fair, the kindliest of the kindly, the 
holiest of the holy, and the kingliest of the kingly, 
we will spring to his side boldly declaring, in words 
like these which Richard Watson Gilder has put into 
the mouth of a heathen of the year 32 A. D.? 


“If Jesus Christ is a man, 
And only a man, I say 

That of all mankind I cleave to him, 
And to him will I cleave alway. 


“If Jesus Christ is a God, 
And the only God, I swear 

IT will follow him through heaven and hell, 
The earth, the sky and the air.” 


“The Song of a Heathen.” Used by permission ef 
Houghton Mifflin Company. 


CHAPTER III 
LOYALTY TO CHRIST AS A TEACHER 


Curist desires and demands that those who have 
attached themselves to him, and have definitely 
decided to live in his way, shall not remain sta- 
tionary, but shall make progress in their religious 
life. He wants them to become bigger and better 
Christians, he wants them to attain deeper knowl- 
edge of spiritual things, that they may follow him 
more intelligently and more closely. Hence his call 
is a call to discipleship—a call to put oneself in the 
way of receiving instruction; a call to accept him 
as a divinely appointed teacher; to sit at his feet; 
to receive the laws of life from his lips; to give 
themselves up to guidance, taking his word as the 
supreme expression of divine truth. And here it 
is worthy of note that the name by which Jesus 
was first called was that of Rabbi, Teacher; and 
the name by which his followers first called them- 
selves was that of disciples, or learners. The name 
which they assumed shows how keenly conscious 
they were of their lack of knowledge, and how eager 
they were to know the way of God more perfectly. 


ENROLLMENT IN THE SCHOOL OF CHRIST 


This is how it begins. A course of education 
is deliberately taken up, which is to go on without 
39 
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a break, every scholar passing from one grade to 
another, never dreaming of graduating until his 
whole course of instruction is completed, and he is 
transferred to a higher school in the heavenly 
realm. 


DiLicENT APPLICATION A CONDITION OF 
SCHOLARSHIP 


It is required of a pupil that he give attention to 
the instruction of his teacher, and that he put into 
his tasks every part and particle of his power. 
High scholarship is never attained except by the 
most arduous, painstaking application. Growth in 
knowledge should be constant as the growth of a 
seed, but with this difference—that whereas a seed 
grows by a law of necessity, a soul grows by choice 
and painstaking effort. Put a seed in the soil, 
water it, keep it under the rays of the sun and 
it cannot help growing; but a soul surrounded by 
the most favorable conditions will not grow unless 
it puts forth its latent powers and appropriates to 
itself nourishment from the world of thought and 
life around it. Soul growth is therefore a duty; it 
is something for which one is held responsible. The 
words, “Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,” are more 
than an exhortation; they are a command. No one, 
by taking thought, can add one cubit to his physical 
stature. He can become bigger and stronger, more 
forceful, more effective for usefulness. But alas! 
many Christians suffer from arrested development; 
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they are spiritual dwarfs when they should be spir- 
itual giants. They continue in a state of babyhood, 
and have to be fed with milk, when they ought to be 
living upon strong meat; they need to be taught, 
when they should be able to teach others; they ex- 
pect to be carried to the skies on flowery beds of 
ease, when, with sleeves rolled up, they should be 
tackling a man’s job. 

The disciples of Christ are trained, as well as 
taught. They are students of applied religion. 
What they learn from the Master’s lips, they apply 
to affairs of daily life. They are not only to know 
things, but to do them. We see this illustrated in 
the group of young men whom Jesus gathered 
around him. He taught them to be both thinkers 
and workers. Before sending them forth to Chris- 
tianize the world, he gave them a three years’ 
course of instruction and training. To-day there 
is, in every department of Christian work, a press- 
ing demand for trained experts. The time spent 
in preparation is not lost. It insures one’s effi- 
ciency, and makes one’s life-work gain in quality 
what it may lose in quantity. And if Jesus was 
content to carry out his earthly mission through 
the agency of these whom he had trained for the 
work, wise will we be if, following his method, we 
give to the training of our future workers in the 
church our utmost care. 


CHARACTERISTICS OF CHRIST AS A TEACHER 


For well-nigh two thousand years it has been con- 
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ceded that of all the world’s religious teachers, 
Christ is the greatest. Those who listened to him 
“bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious 
words that proceeded out of his mouth,” exclaim- 
ing, “Never man spake like this man.” He had all 
the marks of “a teacher sent from God,” for no one 
could have uttered the things that came from his 
lips unless enlightened by a higher power. He 
revealed to earth’s poor mortals the very truths 
which they needed to know, and longed to know, 
and never will they allow them to perish. 


His REGARD FOR THE Past 


As a teacher Jesus related himself to the past and 
built upon it. He quoted from the ancient Hebrew 
writings, and said to his pupils, “Ye search the 
scriptures, because ye think that in them ye have 
eternal life; and these are they which bear witness 
of me.” These sacred writings had not then been 
collected and put into book form. They existed 
only in manuscript. Copied by the scribes at im- 
mense labor, they could be purchased only by the 
nich; but copies were kept in the synagogues, and 
were read to the people on the Sabbath. As a boy, 
Jesus had been taught by his parents to memorize 
their words and store them up in his mind. He 
used them to enforce his own teachings, and from 
them he drew help and comfort in his own religious 
life. 

Thus we see that the Old Testament writings 
were Christ’s Bible—the only Bible he knew. He 
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never questioned their authenticity or authority. 
Holy men of old had written them as they were 
borne along by the Holy Spirit. They contained 
the highest religious teachings that had been given 
to the world up to the time they were written. They 
did not drop, ready made, from heaven, but grew 
through hundreds of years, and were given in 
divers forms—in story, in poetry, in drama, in 
proverb, in biography; and were to many in those 
dark ages a light unto their feet, and a lamp to 
their path. In those writings we find much that is 
spiritually profitable. They have now, however, 
become superseded. Something better has come. 
The lamp has been set aside because the light of the 
world has arisen, ending the world’s dark night and 
bringing in a new day of cheer and hope. 


His ORIGINALITY 


It is said of him, “He taught them as one having 
authority, and not as their scribes” (Matt. 7. 29). 
He was not a mere interpreter but an original voice 
speaking from God and for God. He not only 
built upon the past ; he gave to the world new truths, 
he completed what Moses and the prophets had 
begun. Truths which in the Old Testament were 
only in the bud became with him full-grown 
flowers. While other leaders had only reflected the 
thought of their times, and had given voice to the 
sentiments which were struggling to the birth in 
the people’s hearts, Jesus borrowed nothing from 
his age, except of course the imagery by which 
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its thoughts were expressed. On the other hand, 
he often gave utterance to things that ran counter 
to all that man had hitherto thought. Take one 
illustration. Speaking from the midst of the most 
bigoted people under the sun—a people who looked 
upon themselves as heaven’s favorites and regarded 
the rest of mankind as excluded from God’s 
covenant mercy—he gave expression to the senti- 
ment, “God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have eternal life.” Where 
did Jesus, the young Hebrew Rabbi, get that world- 
embracing truth? Certainly not from any of the 
teachers of his own time or of past times. It was 
something entirely original, something never heard 
of before and none the less wonderful to-day be- 
cause it has at length become a religious common- 
place. 

Jesus wrote no books. As far as we know, he 
did not commit a single word to writing. He wrote 
his lessons on the tablets of human hearts—the only 
imperishable material in existence. With a lavish 
and apparently careless hand, he scattered his great 
seed-truths in human hearts, leaving them to do 
their work, being well assured that they would live 
and grow and multiply through the coming years. 
We have not even his exact words, for he spoke 
in the Aramaic tongue—a language long extinct. 
All we have is a translation of a translation. Yet 
in a wonderful way some superintending mind has 
seen to their preservation and transmission, and by 
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the aid of lower criticism, which has to do with the 
purity of the text, and higher criticism, which has 
to do with the historical setting, the errors of com- 
pilers and interpreters have been sifted out; and 
the wonderful words of life which Jesus spoke have 
been made to shine forth more luminously than 
ever. 

An outcry is sometimes made against higher and 
lower criticism, especially the former. But this is 
foolish, inasmuch as they are merely methods of 
study, and may be either constructive or destruc- 
tive. When the former, they are helpful; when the 
latter, they are hurtful. Speaking of himself, 
Jesus said, “Think not that I came to destroy the 
law or the prophets, . . . but to fulfil.” His 
work was constructive, rather than destructive, as 
the work of everyone who professes to speak for 
him should be. But criticism of any kind is not to 
be feared. “Truth is a torch, the more ’tis shook, 
it shines.” The Christian Scriptures, which in their 
collected form we call ““‘The New Testament,” were 
not produced until long after the death of Jesus. 
For many years his precious sayings were treasured 
in the memories of his followers, and were passed 
from one to another, and repeated in their 
assemblies. When he was gone, and those who had 
heard him were still alive, the precious truths he 
uttered were given to posterity by the four evan- 
gelists, who have done for Jesus what Plato did for 
his master, Socrates, and in all the world there 
exist no writings of such incomparable value as 
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these four Gospels. The sayings of Jesus which 
they contain are windows through which we look 
into the temple of eternal truth and behold the 
glory of divine, infinite love, not elsewhere made 
visible. 


His ADAPTABILITY 


His teachings are suited to all sorts and condi- 
tions of people. As someone has said, “They have 
shallows in which a lamb could wade, and depths 
in which an elephant could swim.” Upon the great 
questions of life and destiny they speak with sim- 
plicity, so that a child can understand them. There 
is no personal need which they cannot meet, no 
social or economic problem which they cannot solve. 
They fit into every fold of man’s nature and into 
every part of man’s life. 


His UNIVERSALITY 


He spoke what Saint Peter calls “the present 
truth,” that is, the truth related to present condi- 
tions and needs; but his words, although called 
forth by local and temporary conditions, had in 
them a timeless element, and are applicable to all 
times. Hence they can never be outgrown, and are 
as vital and practical to-day as they were when first 
spoken. 


His Spirituality 


His words were more than words, they were liv- 
ing things. He himself said, “The words that I 


TO CHRIST AS A’ TEACHER 47 


have spoken unto you are spirit, and are life.’ They 
are not always to be taken literally, but in their inner, 
or spiritual, sense. Saint Anthony, the first monk, 
took the command to leave all, literaily, and threw 
his possessions into the sea instead of using them 
for the good of others. As a rule, the spiritual 
sense is the true one. “The letter killeth.” Char- 
acter is more important than conduct; the state of 
the heart than outward deeds. When all within 
the heart is right, all in the outer life will be right 
also. 
His FINALItTy 


Above him there is nothing, beyond there is 
nothing. He himself unhesitatingly declares, “It 
was said to them of old time, . . . but I say 
unto you.” It is evident that he regarded his words 
on matters of religion as final. They superseded 
everything that had been given by the teachers who 
preceded him. They are the end of all controversy, 
the final court of appeal. So that while it is true 
that his words have in them the seeds of an endless 
development, there can be nothing beyond them. 
We may understand them better, but we can never 
improve upon them. Men will, to the end of time, 
regard them as possessing supreme authority, and 
will listen to them as if they came from the mouth 
of the Almighty. 


Wuat Jesus TAUGHT 


When it is affirmed that “we have the mind of 
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Christ,” it is not meant that we have his mind on 
questions of science or philosophy, but on ques- 
tions which concern us more deeply, namely, on 
those which relate to the spiritual life. To know 
what Christ taught about our spiritual problems, to 
get his point of view, to enter into his mind, to see 
things through his eyes, to understand in some 
measure the things of which he had perfect knowl- 
edge, is a privilege inexpressible. 

The reason why this knowledge is attainable is 
because Christ was at much pains to make himself 
known. He seemed to turn his mind inside out, 
making it possible for us to know his mind better 
than we know that of any other person. It will 
not be his fault if our ignorance is not dispelled, 
and if we are not brought to walk rejoicingly in 
the light. 

In our efforts to get the gist of Christ’s teaching 
we are led to consider what he has to say: 

I. dbout God. He taught us that God is our 
heavenly Father; that he is everybody’s Father, just 
as the sun is everybody’s sun; that he loves all men, 
without distinction and without exception, and 
makes them the objects of his constant care. 

When Philip asked, “Lord, show us the Father, 
and it sufficeth us,” Jesus answered, “He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father.” If we want to 
know what the Father is like, we turn to Jesus and 
study his life. The Father is an infinite Christ; in 
Christ he is made visible and real. 

The truth of the universal Fatherhood of God 
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was something new. It was never known until 
Jesus revealed it. Its doctrinal twin is the universal 
brotherhood of man. These two doctrines are in- 
separably intertwined. True brotherhood of man 
there is none save that which rests upon the Father- 
hood of God. 

2. About Himself. Important as it is to know 
what the world’s greatest minds have to say about 
Christ, it is still more important to know what he 
has to say of himself; and it is well at times to 
hush all other voices and, looking up into his face, 
ask: “Who art thou? What sayest thou of thy- 
self?” Fortunately, his answer is manifold and 
explicit. 

Usually he spoke of himself as “the Son of man,” 
while those who witnessed the outshining of his 
glory spoke of him as “the Son of God.” This 
latter title he accepted, although using it but spar- 
ingly. Under the one title he represents himself as 
in fraternal relation with man; under the other as 
in filial relation with God. As “the Son of man” 
he is a true man, the ideal man, in whom our whole 
humanity is summed up; as “the Son of God” he 
is one with the Father, the chosen representative 
through whom the purposes of his Father’s heart 
are carried out. 

Without any hesitation Jesus speaks of himself 
as free from the stain of sin, as always doing the 
things that were pleasing to the Father, as conscious 
of his Messianic mission, and straitened until it 
should be accomplished. Speaking of himself under 
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such figures as “the light of the world,’ “the true 
vine” and “the bread of life,” he unveils his real 
selfhood, and the nature of his work. He assumes 
that there is in him something that fits into every 
need of man; that he is able to do for man what 
all others have failed to do. And the wonderful 
thing about it is that he has abundantly substan- 
tiated his claim, and has been able to perform every- _ 
thing that he has promised. 

3. About the Holy Spirit. According to Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit is not a mere influence, but a Per- 
son whose touch upon the soul is real and vital. 
He speaks of him (1) as the Comforter or helper, 
who is ever at our side, to put himself under our 
burdens and to render us whatever aid we may 
need in the struggle of life (John 16. 7). (2) As 
the convicter of sin, who flashes the light of truth 
into the soul, revealing its secrets, and acts as an 
inward monitor, speaking for God through the con- 
science, rebuking wrongdoing and demanding a life 
of righteousness (John 16. 8). (3) As the en- 
lightener of our souls, who guides us into all the 
truth, and is to us the revealer of Christ, as Christ 
was the revealer of the Father (John 16. 13). (4) 
As the source of inspiration, the very breath of the 
life of God, which we are to inbreathe by an act of 
spiritual receptivity, and outbreathe in a life of holy 
activity (John 21. 25). (5) As our heavenly guest, 
domiciled in our hearts; the source of perpetual 
comfort, peace, and joy (John 14. 16). 

Thus we see that, according to the teaching of 
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Jesus, the Holy Spirit is not vague and intangible, 
and remote from any ordinary Christian experi- 
ence, but is a practical power in everyday life. Ex- 
pressed in the simplest terms, his doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit means that we have ever at our side a 
divine Friend, who is ever ready to help us in our 
infirmities, and to pour into our open hearts the 
fullness of that redeeming grace which is in Christ 
for us. 

4. About Salvation. He taught that man is a 
sinner ; that he has gone wrong, and knows it; that 
he has played the prodigal, and needs to return to 
the Father; that sin is a reality, and not a mere 
error of the mortal mind. Said a young man to a 
religious teacher, “You have shown me from the 
Bible that I am a sinner.” “Yes,” he replied, “but 
do you see it in your own heart?” It is only when 
in our heart of hearts we see the reality of it, and 
feel the plague of it, that the need of salvation is 
felt, and it is only when the need of salvation is 
felt that we come to God in penitence, and, receiv- 
ing his forgiveness, become as conscious of the 
reality of salvation as of the reality of sin. To de- 
clare to sinful souls “the word of salvation” was 
the very marrow of Christ’s mission as a teacher. 

5. About Right Living. Jesus taught that right 
living was not something external, like pins stuck 
into a cushion, but something growing up from 
within—something that comes from a new heart, a 
new spirit, a new disposition. He taught that to be 
holy is to be clean on the inside; to have not only 
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clean hands and lips, but also a clean heart. The 
school-teacher who washed out her pupils’ mouths 
with soap and water when they used profane lan- 
guage, did not go deep enough, for only from a 
cleansed heart can clean words and clean deeds pro- 
ceed. 

The principle which Jesus lays down is that, in 
order to make the fruit good, the tree must be 
good. In order to make the water from a well 
pure we must do more than paint the pump; we 
must purify the fountain. He taught that all char- 
acter must be shaped from within; that from right 
thoughts come right deeds; that the way to destroy 
the crocodile of evil is to kill it in the egg; and 
that the way to develop a good character is to culti- 
vate pure and noble thoughts; that, in short, “as a 
man thinketh in his heart so is he.” 

Another feature in the teachings of Jesus is found 
in this, that he taught principles rather than rules. 
His words that have come down to us do not con- 
tain specific directions for holy living but general 
principles that are to guide us in the whole circle 
of our Godward and manward duties. When a 
certain college president, holding up a copy of the 
New Testament, declared, “This book teaches me 
how to manage a college,” what did he mean? Did 
he mean that it contains a code of rules regarding 
college management? Nothing of the kind. What 
he meant was that it contained guiding principles 
which he could apply to all the details of college 
affairs as they came up from day to day. And so 
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while the teachings of Jesus leave many of our 
duties undefined, they furnish us with compre- 
hensive principles which we can apply to the daily 
regulation of conduct. In his teaching, “primal 
duties shine aloft as stars,’ but minor matters, 
especially those relating to outward deportment, are 
left open, and are questions of conscience with the 
individual. Because of the changes constantly go- 
ing on in social life no definite system of rules cap- 
able of universal application could possibly have 
been framed. The only way to settle such matters 
is to consider them in the light of the mind of 
Christ as that mind is reflected in his Word and 
life. Those who submit them to this test will have 
clear sailing. 

6. About the Life That Now Is. He taught that 
the present life is an education, a discipline; that 
we are now in the making; that the true ends of life 
are spiritual; that we are to “work not for the food 
which perisheth, but for the food which abideth unto 
eternal life” (John 6. 27); that the chief business 
of life is the growing ¢ of a soul ; that we_are here, 
not “primarily to have_a good time, but to develop 
a good character ; that some souls, like some fruits, 
“Sheed a touch of frost to ripen them, and that no one 
knows what others need for their ripening save the 
All-Wise Father, whose offspring they are. 

7. About the Life That Is to Come. He taught 
that the life to come is a continuation of the life 
that now is; that it grows out of it as the flower 
grows out of the seed, and that everyone who has 
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the beginning of the eternal life within him is, as 
Victor Hugo has put it, “tadpole to an archangel.” 

Jesus is the only one who could give first-hand 
knowledge touching the unseen world. He came 
from it, he returned to it; and while he did not 
think it best to unveil all its secrets, he made known 
to those in the workaday world all that he deemed 
it necessary for them to know for practical pur- 
poses. On one occasion, when his followers were 
deserting him on account of his hard sayings, he 
turned to the twelve and asked, “Will ye also go 
away?” Instantly they answered: “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life” 
(John 6. 68). In spite of every difficulty, they 
clung to him because of the sunny certainty with 
which he had spoken of the future life. He had 
“brought life and immortality to light.” If they 
broke with him, they knew not where to turn. To 
forsake him was to cast away the lamp of hope by 
which their pilgrim feet had hitherto been guided. 

When the Reaper whose name is Death had, by 
the red hand of war, mowed down thousands of the 
flower of our youth, there was awakened an intense 
eagerness to know all that might be known concern- 
ing the unseen realm into which they entered. 
Their bereaved friends, in many instances, turned 
to spiritualistic mediums of doubtful veracity and 
of undoubted ignorance, who professed to bring 
them into communication with departed spirits, 
who, up to date, have added nothing of value to our 
knowledge of the world beyond. The modern move- 
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ment of psychical research has done immense ser- 
vice to religion, by confirming the faith of many in 
the continuity of life after death; but it has done 
untold harm by leading people to seek for evidence 
of the spirit-world in the senses rather than in the 
soul, in outward demonstration rather than in faith. 
It has also unwittingly turned the thought of men 
away from the one divinely accredited medium be- 
tween heaven and earth, “the man, Christ Jesus,” 
and has thereby robbed multitudes of aching hearts 
of the most satisfying and comforting revelation of 
the future life that has yet been given to mortals. 
Apart from Christ the future life is dim and 
shadowy. To seek light upon its mysteries else- 
where than from him is to substitute a rushlight 
for the sun. 


Wuat Loya.Lty To CHrist AS TEACHER DEMANDS 


1. That we assume the attitude of sitting at his 
feet taking in its entirety the law of life that falls 
from his lips. 

2. That we be true to the plain and obvious mean- 
ing of his words; not watering them down to suit 
our taste, but accepting them without modification, 
qualification, or reservation. 

3. That we obey them implicitly, even when they 
cut to the quick, or run counter to our cherished 
purposes or plans. Jesus does not say, “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if you assent to them, or 
speak of them admiringly,” but “happy are ye if ye 
do them.” He points to obedience as the proof of 
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loyalty, and presses home the question, “Why call 
ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I 
say?” 

4. That we do all in our power to spread abroad 
the great truths which he has made known and 
which the world needs to know for its highest wel- 
fare. Nor are we to be content to have these great 
truths learned from a book by rote, but are to aim 
to have them transmuted into life, and transmitted 
down the ages as torches pass on from hand to 
hand by a chain of living witnesses. 


CHAPTER IV 
LOYALTY TO CHRIST AS A SAVIOUR 


Ir we accept the representation given of Christ 
in the writings of the New Testament taken in 
their entirety, it is as clear as a sunbeam that the 
central thing in his relation to man is that of 
Saviour. From this it follows that loyalty to him 
as a Saviour should be the dominating thing in the 
experience of every Christian. Until this element 
is added our loyalty to him is not complete. 

There are many who know Christ only as a leader 
and teacher. They have responded to his call as 
far as they understand it; yet they have come very 
far short of attaining an experience after the New 
Testament type. Had the early Christians stopped 
where these are stopping, their testimony to Christ 
would have lacked the very thing which souls 
struggling after deliverance from sin want to hear. 
It was their simple faith in his death upon the cross 
for human sin that brought deliverance to their 
own burdened hearts, and that gave them the 
evangel from which came the Pentecostal ingather- 
ing, and from which has come the great missionary 
movement which has swept down the Christian 
centuries, and which is still an unspent force. 

In the experience of young people the conception 
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of Christ as a Saviour from sin has at first hardly 
a place. They have no keen sense of sin, and hence 
no keen sense of the need of a Saviour. These 
things come later. As life goes on, and the battle 
against evil waxes hotter and hotter, and especially 
when they fall before the assaults of temptation, the 
consciousness of sin begins to spring up, and they 
are glad to turn to Christ as a Saviour. When they 
do so they enter upon a new phase of Christian 
experience. They come into the fullness of Chris- 
tian faith. The deepest springs of motive are 
reached. Christ has a new value; his call, “Follow 
me,” acquires a new content of meaning and loyalty 
to him, a deeper significance and a greater impelling 
power. They henceforth follow Christ, not merely 
as their leader and teacher, but also as their Saviour. 

There can be no question whatever that in the 
New Testament the relation of Christ to men which 
occupies the foremost place is that of Saviour. The 
announcement made by the angel of the Lord to 
the shepherds, keeping watch over their flocks on 
Bethlehem’s plains on the evening of the first Christ- 
mas, was, “Behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all the people: for 
there is born to you this day in the city of David, a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2. 10, Te): 
The same angel appeared to Joseph, saying, “Thou 
shalt call his name Jesus; for it is he that shall 
save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1. 2rye 
Everywhere in the New Testament he is spoken of 
as a Saviour from sin. As a Saviour many have 
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found him and rejoiced in him, and, having found 
him as a Saviour, they have turned to him as a 
Teacher. As a Saviour his praise has been sung 
in the great hymns of the church throughout the 
Christian centuries; and as a Saviour men need him 
to-day as much as ever they did. 

When we consider the influence of the late war 
upon religious thought, we are impressed with the 
remarkable way in which it has prepared the minds 
of men for the acceptance of the New Testament 
doctrine of redemption. It should not be as diffi- 
cult as it once was to believe in redemption through 
blood, for that is what the war meant. Many of 
our noblest young men made the supreme sacrifice 
joyfully, believing it would not be in vain, and that 
by it generations yet unborn would be delivered 
from the hand of the oppressor, and helped along 
the upward way. As never before we have come to 
see that 


“Whether on the scaffold high, 
Or in the battle’s van, 

The fittest place that man can die 
Is where he dies for man.” 


When seen in the light of this commonly accepted 
truth, the sacrifice of Calvary has a new meaning 
and a new value. 


From Wuat Does Curist SAVE? 


The answer to this question is simple. He saves 
from sin. (1) From its condemnation. This he 
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does by procuring forgiveness. “In whom we have 
our redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of our trespasses” (Eph. 1. 7). (2) From its 
power and dominion. He breaks its fetters; he 
frees from its slavery. (3) He not only saves from 
sin in general or in the abstract; he saves from sins 
in particular. He saves from bad temper, from 
envy, from jealousy, from pride, from meanness, 
from uncleanness of thought and of speech, and 
from sins of every sort. He destroys sin, root and 
branch. 

He saves our lives from ruin, that they may be 
devoted to some noble end. To use a familiar 
phrase, we are saved to serve. Paul expresses this 
idea when he says, “We thus judge, that one died 
for all, therefore all died; and he died for all, that 
they that live should no longer live unto themselves, 
but unto him who for their sakes died and rose 
again” (2 Cor. 5. 14,15). The life that is delivered 
from death is consecrated to its deliverer. The end 
of salvation is dedication. 

Moody, the evangelist, used to say that many 
people are so much taken up with what they are 
saved from, that they fail to consider what they 
are saved for. They make deliverance from sin an 
end rather than a means to an end. Salvation is 
fulfilled in living altruistically, “not unto ourselves 
alone,” but for the welfare of others in the name 
of Christ. 

Shortly before his death General Booth was asked 
to send a New Year’s watchword to the members 
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of the Salvation Army throughout the world. He 
chose the single word “Others.” To forget self 
and to live and work for others was the ideal which 
he set before them. And until this ideal be striven 
after by every follower of Christ, the fullness of 
Christ’s salvation is forever unrealized. 


SALVATION PERSONAL 


It is always so in the first instance. The first 
question of an awakened soul is, “What must I do 
to be saved?” and it is only after that question has 
been satisfactorily answered that the further ques- 
tion is asked, ““What can I do to save others?” The 
answer which Scripture gives to this personal ques- 
tion is, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt 
be saved” (Acts 16. 31). Notice, we are not told 
to believe Jesus but to believe on Jesus; we are 
not only to accept his doctrines; we are to accept 
him, resting in faith in his saving, keeping power. 
Between the two expressions, believing in Christ 
and believing on him, which are used interchange- 
ably in the New Testament, there is a fine shade 
of distinction, which may be illustrated thus: we 
believe in the wire-rope that lowers a cage into a 
coal mine; that is, we believe in its strength and 
security ; but we believe on it when we actually step 
into the cage and allow ourselves to be lowered to 
the bottom of the shaft. So we believe in Christ’ 
when we believe in the sufficiency of his saving 
power, but we believe on him when we make the’ 
great venture of stepping out on him for salvation.» 
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In this venture there is, however, no uncertainty, 
for 


“Faith steps upon the seeming void, 
And finds the rock beneath.” 


SALVATION SOCIAL 


Salvation is more than an individual matter. Its 
final goal is found not in saved men only, but in a 
saved world. A fully rounded view of salvation 
will contemplate it not only in its individual but 
also in its world-wide aspect. “The Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the world,” and not merely 
the Saviour of a chosen few. As it has been fre- 
quently put, he sent him not to save a few from the 
wreck but to save the ship. 

Salvation begins in self, but it does not end 
there. It finds its end in the salvation of society. 
The leaven spreads from particle to particle, until 
the whole social lump is leavened. And while men 
are saved one by one, and not in the mass, the sav- 
ing purpose of God cannot reach its complete ful- 
fillment until the whole world for which Christ 
died has been saved. 

The power upon which we are to rely for social 
salvation is the same as that upon which we rely 
for personal salvation. The gospel of Christ is 
the dynamic power of God unto salvation, personal 
and social. We hear much about the necessity of 
preaching a social gospel. Strictly speaking, there 
is but one gospel, which may be socially, as well 
as personally, applied. This one gospel, ever old 


TO CHRIST AS A SAVIOUR 63 


and ever new, has not lost its recreative power. It 
can make all things new by making all men new; 
it can produce a new social order by producing a 
new type of character; it can give us a better world 
to live in by giving us better people to live with. 
Improved outward conditions will help, but they 
will not go to the root of the matter. Without new 
hearts new laws will be inoperative. Dr. Horace 
Bushnell strikes the nail on the head in his apt 
remark, “The reformation of the soul is the soul 
eb all-veformation”” Sa eae 
—Mr. “Lloyd” George, ex-prime minister of Great 
Britain, when asked at a recent religious gathering 
why it was that the most perfect machinery dealing 
with social problems so often failed, replied: “An 
engine without petrol is useless. The spirit. matters 
far more than the machine. Germany had a per- 
fect machine; we had no machinery; we had to im- 
provise it in the middle of the storm; but we had a 
great spirit, a common purpose—the sacred, un- 
selfish spirit, without which all machinery is im- 
potent, can come from one quarter only— 
‘Calvary.’ ” 


SALVATION FroM THE Livinc CHRIST 


Salvation, whether individual or social, is not 
from a dead man, but from One who has vanquished 
death and is alive forevermore. It is the living 
Christ who saves. Christ died to make salvation 
possible ;_ he lives. to make it actual. He is not in 
some distant ‘sphere, “put is at the side of every 
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wanderer—the good Shepherd who has come to 
seek and to save that which was lost. 

Yea, more, he is within every heart, an indwell- 
ing presence to whom every upstruggling soul can 
ally himself in the battle of life. “Christ in you 
the hope of glory” is the way in which Paul puts ' 
it. 

“The outward word is good and true, 
But inward power alone makes new; 
Not even Christ can save from sin 
Until he comes and works within.” 


He is present also in the world, working out of 
sight for its redemption. He is behind every move- 
ment of social and moral reform. He is with every 
lowly worker, toiling in earth’s dark places to 
bring in the better day. With the patience of hope 
he labors on, knowing that although the end for 
which he died is being delayed because of the supine- 
ness of his followers, he shall yet see of the travail 
of his soul and be satisfied. 


Tue Deeper Loyatty 


Loyalty to Christ as Saviour means loyalty to 
his cross by which his saving work is accomplished. 
Christianity is the religion of the cross. It is the 
cross that gives to it its conquering power. When 
the bugle has sounded to battle, the conquering 
legions have always marched forth, “with the cross 
of Jesus going on before.” ‘Constantine the Great 
saw in the heavens a luminous cross, and above it 
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the inscription, “By this sign, conquer.” His vision 
was prophetic. The cross is the symbol of victory, 
and when the church has been loyal to it and has 
honored it, it has always gone forth “conquering 
and to conquer.” 

The cross is the standard of loyalty in a rebel 
world, just as the “Stars and Stripes” is the stand- 
ard of loyalty in America. Any disloyalty to the 
national flag is hotly resented; and when the tocsin 
of war is heard the youth of the land rush to its 
defense, saying, “We'll rally round the flag, boys.” 
Not less loyal are the true soldiers of Jesus Christ. 
Around his blood-stained banner they gather, ready 
to defend its honor and to follow it to death. 

Not only is the cross the standard of loyalty in a 
rebel world; it is the standard of unity in a divided 
church. It is the only standard around which all 
Christians can rally. Denominations have their 
regimental flags, but the cross is common to all who 
belong to the army of the Lord. Gathered around 
it they forget their minor differences, and with 
hearts aflame with love to a common Saviour, seek 
to unite forces in spreading over all the world the 
glory of his name. 

Loyalty to the cross implies willingness to walk 
in the sacrificial way. Love calls for love, sacri- 
fice for sacrifice. For him who gave all for our 
salvation, no sacrifice is too great. A band of 
young Turks once came to a missionary of the 
American Board and expressed their readiness to 
become Christians if he could secure from their 
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government immunity from persecution. His reply 
was, “We follow a crucified Saviour.” Followers 
of a crucified Saviour should certainly be willing 
to take up their cross and follow him. Of the re- 
deemed on earth, equally with the redeemed in 
heaven, it can be said, “Lo, these are they that 
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.” 

Dr. Richard Glover has truly said that the 
essential faith of the church is found in its dox- 
ologies more than in its creeds; what he ought to 
have added is that in these doxologies the pre- 
dominant note is praise to Christ as a Saviour, as, 
for instance, in the words of Saint John, the 
revelator, “Unto him that loveth us, and loosed us 
from our sins by his blood; and he made us to be 
a kingdom, to be priests unto his God and F ather ; 
to him be the glory and the dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen” (Rev. 1. 5-6). 


SINKING A DEEPER SHAFT 


A young man gifted with the power of religious 
leadership was accustomed to say that his aim in 
life was to live by the side of the toad and be a 
friend to man. His life was filled to the brim with 
humanitarian ministries. All at once he experi- 
enced a change and became equally absorbed in 
saving the souls of men. When asked what had 
happened he said, “I have sunk my shaft a little 
deeper.” “And what have you found?” “TI have 
found a Saviour and now I have an evangel to 
declare to those around me, who like myself are 
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battling with the forces of evil. I have been tell- 
ing them of Christ as a Friend of the friendless, 
now I want to tell them of him also as the Saviour 
of the lost, and in this. last relation all men need 
to know him.” When someone charged him with 
becoming narrow, he at once answered, “Instead of 
that I have become broader, having taken into my 
own experience and into my religious teaching the 
thing which is the most central in the religion of 
Christ.” When this deeper shaft has been sunk, 
and among the unsearchable riches of Christ that 
have been discovered is that of relation to him as 
Saviour, he becomes exalted as never before; a 
sense of infinite indebtedness to him is awakened 
which finds expression in the sentiment, 


“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine 
Demands my soul, my life, my all,” 


and a new element of power enters into the testi- 
mony of those to whom this new revelation of the 
value of Christ to man has come. 


REACHING THE PEAK 


From what has been advanced it is clear that the 
peak in Christian loyalty is reached only when 
Christ is known and acknowledged as a divine and 
all-sufficient Redeemer. To come short of this alti- 
tude is to rob Christ of his most distinguishing 
glory. This, much of the religious teaching of the 
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present day is doing. It is giving a hemisphere of 
truth for the whole circle, a half gospel for the 
whole gospel. For instance, it is frequently said, 
that he came to show to men the way of life, but 
he came to do more than that—he came to give life 
itself. He himself declares, “I am come that ye 
might have life, and that ye might have it more 
abundantly.” It is said that he shows us the right 
way, but he does more than that—he gives us 
power to walk in it. Christian living consists in 
more than taking Jesus’ way. It consists in walk- 
ing in his way in the power which he imparts. 
Jesus is more than an example of faith—he is the 
object of faith, His Sermon on the Mount points 
out the path of duty: his sacrifice on Calvary pro- 
vides the great dynamic by which duty is done. 
And it is just as we rise into that higher experi- 
ence of his saving power, and are made “more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us,” that we 
attain those heights of loyalty occupied by the re- 
deemed in heaven, who cast their crowns at his feet 
and give him all the glory for their salvation. 


CHAPTER V 
LOYALTY TO CHRIST AS LORD AND KING 


WE have considered the subject of loyalty to 
Christ in his relation to us as: Leader, Teacher, 
and Saviour. One other link is needed to complete 
the chain, namely, loyalty to him as Lord and King. 
Under any one of these aspects it is possible to 
connect with Christ and become his true follower. 
But while it is possible to have contact with him at 
a single point, and to hold on to him by a single 
thread, with that partial and imperfect experience 
no one should be satisfied. A riper and richer ex- 
perience should be sought eagerly, and that can be 
attained only by a more comprehensive view of 
Christ. To be better Christians we must receive 
him in the whole circle of his offices—as our 
Leader, Teacher, Saviour and King. This will 
bring our religious experience into conformity to 
the New Testament type, endowing it with new ele- 
ments of power and making of it a fourfold cord 
that cannot be easily broken. 

Just as the wondrous cross upon which the 
Prince of Glory died gives to us a saving Christ, 
the empty tomb gives a reigning Christ. The 
Christ who died seemed to the world to have failed, 
the Christ who rose from the dead was “declared 
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to be the Son of God in power.” When the disci- 
ples believed that he had actually risen their faith 
came to the fullness of its power. Henceforth they 
looked to him as their Lord and King; and into 
their loyalty to him there entered a new and higher 
element. Any loyalty to Christ which does not in- 
clude this later element is still imperfect. Complete 
loyalty can come only from the vision of a whole 
Christ. 


Wuat THE KrincHoop or Curist DENOTES 


When kinghood was in flower obedience to the 
king was the highest test of loyalty ; the will of the 
king was absolute ; obedience on the part of his sub- 
jects to his sway was unqualified. It is different in 
the present day, when kinghood is discredited, and 
is being displaced by democracy. Much of its 
former significance has been lost, yet it stands for 
an imperishable idea, to wit, the idea that all au- 
thority is ultimately derived from God. Kings have 
often cut a sorry figure in maintaining their divine 
right to rule undivinely, but the sovereign people 
who claim the right to govern themselves will suc- 
ceed no better unless they exercise their authority 
under God, and rule in righteousness according to 
his will. 

Among the various relations which Christ sus- 
tains to man, as set forth in the New Testament, 
that of King occupies a prominent place. He came 
to set up a kingdom, of which he was to be the head. 
He preached “the good news of the kingdom.” 
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When he began his ministry he was hailed every- 
where as “King of the Jews,” or “King of Israel.” 
Because he was regarded as a rival of Cesar, and 
was reputed to have said, “that he himself is Christ, 
a king,” Pilate crucified him (Luke 23. 2). The 
charge of sedition brought against the first Chris- 
tian missionaries was based upon the assertion that 
they acted contrary to the decrees of ‘Cesar, saying 
that there is another King, one Jesus (Acts 17. 7). 

But Jesus, instead of coming to be the King of 
the Jews in a political sense, came to be King of 
all kingdoms in a spiritual sense. He has proved 
his right to sovereign power. To him the high- 
est homage is increasingly given. His reign ex- 
tends from age to age. Voltaire predicted that 
within ten years the dominion of Christ would come 
to an end. Instead of that, it is still in the ascend- 
ency. His name is above every name. It is 
plowed into history. Whatsoever we may think of 
Christ, his historical supremacy is incontestable. 
Christ is King of men. In sublimity of character 
he stands alone. No one ever lived as he lived. 
Charles Lamb, discerning the difference between 
Jesus and the greatest of earth’s sons, remarked 
to a group of literary friends who were discussing 
the Great Life: “If Shakespeare should enter this 
room, we would rise; if Jesus should enter, we 
would kneel.” But when it is seen that the feet of 
the One before whom we kneel have in them the 
print of the nails, to reverence for his character is 
added the grateful homage which is accorded only 
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to a Saviour. The call to follow him is the call to 
follow the world’s true King. Because of the 
royalty of his nature and the right of sovereignty 
won by his sacrifice on man’s behalf meet and right 
it is for all men everywhere to 


“Bring forth the royal diadem 
And crown Him Lord of all.” 


Wuat Kincsuip or Curist IMPLIES 


It implies that we are now under his sovereign 
sway. This Paul asserts when he says, “We 
preach Jesus as Lord” (2 Cor. 4. 5). Likewise 
Peter, when he declares, “He is Lord of all” (Acts 
10. 36). The early Christians knew no higher au- 
thority than his. They ascribed unto him crown 
rights, and declared him to be “the blessed and only 
potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords” 
(Tim. 6. 9). 

1. He Is King of the Conscience. To the justice 
of his commands the heart of every man responds. 
From the kingdom within the breast he cannot be 
excluded. There he sits enthroned, there his voice 
of kingly authority is heard. But men may refuse 
to listen; they may refuse to bow to his scepter ; 
they may challenge his right to call them to account, 
saying, “Who is this king that he should reign over 
us?” In doing this they are guilty of treason 
against the One to whom they owe the highest 
fealty. 

2. He Is King of Our Lives. His rule extends 
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to every department of life. There is no secret 
place which he does not enter. To his eyes all 
things are naked and open. Before his judgment 
seat everything is made manifest. As the moral 
ruler of men, how can his sway be other than uni- 
versal in its sweep? The conclusion, therefore, is 
fully justified that “If he is not Lord of all, he is 
not Lord at all.” 

(1) He has sovereign right to control our time. 
All of our time belongs to him. It is his gift of 
grace, and is dealt out in daily portions. There is 
one day set apart from all others, called “The 
Lord’s Day,” which is to be kept, in a special sense, 
sacred to him; but every day is a day of the Lord, 
and is to be spent under his eye and for his glory. 
For every idle hour, as for every idle word, we will 
have him to reckon with. 

(2) He has sovereign right to control our money. 
We are his stewards. We have no absolute owner- 
ship in anything, but hold all for the Giver as a 
sacred trust. We have no right to divide our pos- 
sessions into two parts, saying of the smaller one, 
“This is the Lord’s to be used for him,” and of 
the larger, “This is my own, to be used for my- 
self.’ We are to lay all upon the altar, putting it 
absolutely at his disposal. But while doing this we 
are to set aside a definite portion of our income to 
be used directly for the extension of the kingdom 
of Christ. This may not lead to the adoption of 
the tithe, but it will lead to the adoption of the tith- 
ing principle, as something divinely imposed, and 
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all the more binding that we are no longer under 
the law, but under grace. 

(3) He has sovereign right to control our recrea- 
tions and amusements. Just as to those in later 
life the use of money is the acid test of Christian 
character, so to the young the acid test is found in 
the place which they give to pleasure in their lives. 
In nothing are young people so inclined to have 
their own way as in the selection of their pleasures. 
It is in reference to these that self-assertion and 
rebellion against parental authority usually begin. 
Every new generation thinks that its parents are 
old fogies, that they do not give due consideration 
to social changes. No doubt this is often the case. 
Modifications have constantly to be made. Char- 
acter is changeless; conduct is a thing of never-end- 
ing adjustments. To answer the ever-recurring 
questions of young people as to whether certain 
amusements are right or wrong is often impossible. 
But there is one way out—and only one—and that 
is to consider all debatable questions in the light of 
the mind of the Master, and to ask, “Lord, what 
wouldst thou have me to do?” Those who follow 
that way will find a solution for every personal 
problem. 

There is a legitimate place for amusement. To 
frown upon the gayety of youth, to repress it, to 
grudge to anyone whatever happiness can be gotten 
out of life, is to misrepresent the religion of Christ, 
which is one of sunshine and joy. But pleasures 
are of two kinds—innocent pleasures that satisfy 
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and sinful pleasures that leave a sting behind. The 
latter we are to avoid, the former we are to take in 
moderation. We are known by our pleasures. As 
we rise in the scale of being the higher pleasures 
will expel the lower. When a neighbor complained 
to Benjamin Franklin that he was losing his cider 
from his cellar, Franklin said to him, “I will give 
you an infallible remedy for that. Put a cask of 
wine beside your cider barrel and your cider will be 
untouched.” This is Christ’s way of dealing with 
our pleasures. He drowns the lower by satisfying 
us with the higher ; he lifts us above everything that 
is coarse or trifling, and in the enjoyment of the 
richer, sweeter pleasures which he imparts makes 
those that are mean and unworthy to fade from 
sight, as the stars fade away in the light of the open- 
ing day. The refinement of one’s pleasures is a 
mark of a true Christian. A certain worker was 
asked, “Why are your finely equipped reading and 
recreation rooms so poorly attended?” “Because 
the people in this district want coarser pleasures,” 
was his reply. Even Christian disciples need to be 
educated to appraise things at their real value and 
to appreciate life’s highest pleasures. 

(4) He has sovereign rights to control our homes, 
our business, our politics, our industries and every- 
thing else within the circle of our social life. When 
made King of our homes, they become a bit of the 
kingdom of heaven; when made King of our busi- 
ness, it becomes a gospel of good will; when King 
of our politics, we vote as we pray; when King of 
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our industries, child-labor will be abolished, prof- 
iteering will cease, and economic justice will take 
the place of grasping selfishness. 

To say that this restless, unhappy, disordered 
world needs a king is just another way of saying 
that it needs Christ. He alone can solve its perplex- 
ing problems; he alone can bring in the new social 
order after which all lovers of their race are striv- 
ing. And not until the world acclaims him as King 
and bows to the scepter of his authority will the 
better day dawn for which prophetic souls are wait- 
ing and watching and hoping. 


A New Kinp or KincHOooD 


The sovereignty of Christ is founded upon his 
Saviourhood. He is Lord of all because he is 
Saviour of all. This idea is set forth by the words 
of Saint John, in the book of Revelation, which 
describe him as “the Lamb that is in the midst of 
the throne” (7. 17); that is, the atoning Lamb, 
who is in the place of sovereign power. In the 
same way the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
connects Christ’s Kinghood with his Saviourhood, 
declaring, that when he had offered one sacrifice 
for sins forever, he sat down on the right hand of 
God, henceforth expecting till his enemies be made 
the footstool of his feet (10. 12). 

Here was a new kind of kinghood. Never was 
such a King seen before. He had none of the trap- 
pings of royalty, none of the pomp and pageantry 
connected with a royal court. His throne was a 
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cross, his crown one of thorns. From the cross he 
rules to-day over the hearts of men. The sacrifice 
which he made upon it was the price which he was 
willing to pay for our loving homage. Napoleon 
the First discerned the difference between the king- 
hood of Christ and that of any earthly monarch, 
when, in his sea-girt prison, he said: “I search in 
vain in history to find the like of Jesus Christ. You 
speak of Cesar, of Alexander, of their conquests 
and of the enthusiasm which they kindled in the 
hearts of their soldiers; but can you conceive of a 
dead man making conquests with an army faithful 
and entirely devoted to his memory ?—Alexander, 
Cesar, Charlemagne and myself founded empires ; 
but upon what did we rest the creations of our 
genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ alone founded 
his empire upon love; and at this hour millions 
would die for him.” 


A New Form or LoyALty 


Out of this new kind of kinghood comes a new 
form of loyalty. We do not follow and serve our 
thorn-crowned King because we have to but because 
we want to. Our loyalty springs from personal 
attachment to him. It is born of love and is ren- 
dered freely. 

Love is the magic power which transmutes duty 
into delight, and makes every hardship easy; so 
that no command is too hard, no adventure too 
perilous, no conflict too severe, if only we can serve 
our King. It implies following the Lord as he 
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goes forth to subjugate the world to himself. When 
the trumpet sounds to battle, the Christian soldier 
is to buckle on his armor and follow where his 
Sovereign leads. Christianity sanctifies the martial 
spirit in man. It provides, as John R. Mott keeps 
telling the student volunteers, an equivalent for 
war. It calls upon man to fight the battle of hu- 
manity, to fight for freedom, for human rights, for 
the establishment among men of its kingdom of 
righteousness and love. 

When love rules in the heart we will strive in 
all things to win our King’s confidence and approval. 
We will stand ready to do his bidding, to go where 
he wants us to go, to do what he wants us to do. 
To be on the King’s business, as his ambassadors, 
his soldiers, his servants, will lend a new dignity to 
life and will keep us from stooping to anything 
ignoble. To represent the King worthily will be 
life’s highest aim; to be allowed to represent him at 
all will be accounted life’s highest honor. That he 
should seek us out, that he should ask for our help 
in the establishment of his Kingdom should thrill 
our hearts with pride. Humble may be the place 
we are called upon to fill and the work we are called 
upon to do, but to be allowed to do anything for 
Jesus is honor sufficient for anyone. Our true 
port and attitude is that expressed in the lines: 


_ “Only an armor-bearer, proudly I stand, 
Waiting to follow at the King’s command ; 
Surely the Captain may depend on me, 
Though but an armor-bearer I may be.” 
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Wuat THE New Loyatty DEMANDS 


It demands an allegiance to the King that is: 

(1) Undivided. It leaves no room for neutrality. 
It allows no one to occupy middle ground. He that 
is not for the King is against him. The attempt to 
be neutral is in itself an act of disloyalty. No one 
can serve two opposing masters, nor can he be 
loyal to two opposing kings. He has to make his 
choice. 

(2) Complete. We must know no will but his. 
Looking up to him we must say, 


“Our wills are ours, we know not how, 
Our wills are ours to make them thine.” 


Everything must give way to the will of the King. 
His affairs have the right of way, and until they 
are attended to everything else has to be side- 
tracked. In ancient days when a royal procession 
passed along a city street or along the king’s high- 
way, heralds went before crying out: “The king is 
coming! Prepare the way for the king!” When 
the Czar of Russia was in the glory of his power, 
as he went on one occasion from Saint Petersburg 
to Moscow to attend a diplomatic conference, upon 
his arrival it was discovered that his uniform had 
been left behind. At once the railroad track was 
cleared, and a special train was dispatched to obtain 
the desired uniform. Everything had to give way 
to the king’s business The place of primacy be- 
longs to the business of our King. 
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(3) Open. The call of Christ is a call to the 
colors, a call to show oneself, to declare oneself. 
The Knights of the Cross, like the Knights of King 
Arthur’s Round Table, 


“Are sworn to vows of hardihood, utter gentleness, 
And utter faithfulness in love, 
And uttermost obedience to their king.” 


They take the sacramental oath of God’s elect. 
This act is indicated in the original meaning of the 
word “sacrament.” A Roman soldier was said to 
take the “sacramentum” when he took the oath of 
fealty to his emperor. By that oath he solemnly 
bound himself to his service until death. Unfor- 
tunately, we have lost the significance of this ex- 
pressive word which suggests that, by the oath of 
allegiance which we take at baptism and renew at 
the Lord’s Supper, we bind ourselves to our King 
forever. 

For this open acceptance of the sacrificial life 
Christ waits. With nothing else will he be satis- 
fied. It is not enough to give him something; we 
must give him all. Nothing short of this will meet 
the claims of his Kinghood. 


“For all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, 
And our hearts confess him King of Glory now.” 


CHAPTER VI 
LOYALTY TO CHRIST’S CHURCH 


In all that he did Christ looked forward to the 
founding of his church. He had a dream that was 
not all a dream. He anticipated the time when his 
followers, by a natural instinct, would draw to- 
gether, and be united in one common fellowship of 
worship and service. He spoke of his church as an 
assured thing, and expected all his followers to be- 
long to it. 


Upon Wuart Was THE CHURCH TO BE FouNDED ? 


Fortunately, a clear and explicit answer has been 
given to this important question. In one of the 
great testing moments Jesus asked his disciples, 
“Who do men say that the Son of man is? And 
they said, Some say, John the Baptist ; some, Elijah ; 
and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. He 
saith unto them, But who say ye that I am? And 
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus an- 
swered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon 
Bar-Jonah; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father who is in heaven. And I 
also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16. 13 to 
18). 

81 


82 LIFE’S HIGHEST LOYALTY 


Upon this confession of his name as “the Christ, 
the son of the living God,” given by Peter as the 
mouthpiece of the disciples, his Church was to be 
built. 

From the ignoring of this simple condition of 
fellowship, and substituting in the place of the con- 
fession of Christ human creeds, and making them 
passports of entry into the church, Christendom 
has been rent into endless divisions. The acceptance 
of a list of man-made dogmas called “funda- 
mentals,” as a condition of fellowship, cannot be 
otherwise than divisive. There is but one funda- 
mental and that is the acceptance of Christ as Lord 
and Saviour, and only upon this one foundation can 
the church of the future realize that union for which 
the Master prayed. 

Touching the nature of Christian confession, 
there exists great confusion of thought. It is some- 
times spoken of as a profession of religion—an 
assumption of moral superiority—which it is not. 
A properly instructed Christian is not a professor 
of religion, but a confessor of Christ. Instead of 
laying claim to sainthood he makes humble acknowl- 
edgment of personal unworthiness. His confes- 
sion does not relate to himself at all, but to Christ. 
He confesses his need of him, his utter and absolute 
dependence upon him. He confesses his faith in 
his saving and sustaining power; and keeping him- 
self out of sight holds him up before the world 
as the sinner’s only hope. 

This confession of Christ is called “the good con- 
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fession,” not only because of the blessings which 
it brings but because it is the supreme act of the 
soul. But from being an act it becomes an atti- 
tude, and the whole life grows into one continuous 
confession of Christ. 


THE RELATION oF Curist TO His CHurcH 


The church is the organism in which Christ 
manifests himself, and through which he works. 
_ It is described as the body of which he is the head. 
As the head governs and controls the movements 
of the body, Christ governs and controls the move- 
ments of his church. The members of his church 
are his hands and feet, which he employs to do his 
work and to run his errands. They should ever be 
ready to respond to the slightest intimation of his 
will, and to carry out his behests unquestioningly. 

Loyalty to Christ as the head of the church 
carries with it many implications, the chief of which 
is that we are not to allow any form of temporal 
headship whatsoever to usurp his place. To do so 
is to be guilty of the great apostasy, from which 
are sure to come worldliness and weakness. The 
English Puritans were undoubtedly right when, con- 
tending for the spiritual sovereignty of Christ, they 
declared him to be “‘the only Head of the church, 
and the Word of God its only statute book.” Other 
authority over the church, save that of her unseen 
but ever-present Lord, is to be stoutly disavowed. 
“One is your Master, even Christ,” is how the 
record reads. His will, and his will alone, is to be 
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accepted, in the freedom of the spirit, as the only 
authoritative rule of action and the final court of 


appeal. 


THE RELATION TO ONE ANOTHER OF THOSE WHO 
CoMPosE A CHURCH 


In relation to one another the members of the 
Church of Christ constitute a democracy or brother- 
hood, whose charter reads, “One is your teacher, 
and all ye are brethren.” It knows nothing what- 
ever of class or caste distinctions. All who belong 
to it stand upon a footing of perfect equality. 
There is among them no privileged or priestly class. 
Of them all alike it is said, “Ye are a royal priest- 
hood.” To everyone are accorded the same liberty 
of access into the Father’s presence and the same 
rights and privileges as members of the household 
of faith. 

The organization of the early church was simple 
and elastic. The titles of its officers were borrowed 
from political and religious sources. Whatever 
brief authority its officers possessed was given to 
them by their fellow members, and was held under 
Christ. They were warned not to “lord it over 
God’s heritage”; and the people who had chosen 
them as their representatives were admonished to 
obey them that had the rule over them in the Lord, 
seeing that they were Christ’s representatives as 
well as their own. 

But nothing in the external order of things was 
to be fixed and unalterable. The church is not to 
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be anchored to the past, but is to be growing and 
progressive; developing from within, shaping out- 
ward things as the brain shapes the skull. Its 
creeds were not to be “hitching posts to which the 
minds of men were to be forever tied up,” but way- 
marks on the path of progress. Every generation 
was to do its own thinking, change or modify its 
policy or ritual so as to adjust itself to any new 
conditions that might arise. It was to be free from 
all bondage to outward form, on the principle that 
“where the spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” 


Wuat THE CHuRcH STANDS For 


1. It is a religious home, and is as much Sates 
for the development of our religious life as the 
home into which we are born is needed for the } 
development of our social life. For a complete life 1 
we need two homes. 

The church as a home is a place for the newly 
born, whether of the spirit or of the flesh. All who 
are beginning the Christian life need its nurture; 
they need its watchcare; they need its guidance, 
that they may be directed to use wisely their over- 
brimming energy. There is no period in life when 
the help of the church can be dispensed with, and 
it was evidently Christ’s purpose that there should 
be no gaps or broken links in our relation to it. The 
church also needs the fresh blood of youth cir- 
culating in its veins; it would soon become extinct 
unless recruited from the ranks of the young. 
Seventy-five per cent of its membership come from 
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those who are from nine to twenty years of age. 
This period of conversion corresponds to the time 
of mental awakening. Those who are converted 
after that time are few and far between; and are 
a gradually diminishing quantity. Hence the im- 
portance of getting the young people to decide 
openly for Christ, and to identify themselves with 
the church before they drift away from its influence 
and get lost in the world. 

A shepherd was once asked how he had such 
2 amp sheep. His reply was, “I take care of the 
lambs.” The_church that takes best care of the 
lambs will at the end of the day have the best re- 
sults to show. But oh, the pity of it! Children are 
often gathered into the church that has for them no 
open bosom of love. A certain church of this kind 
was described as “The Church of the Holy Re- 
frigerator.” Within such a church the tender lambs 
of Christ would be in danger of freezing to death. 

When should anyone make a confession of Christ 
and come into his church? Just as soon as he knows 
who Christ is, and is capable of responding to his 
claim. We have no right to keep them riding at 
quarantine. The earlier they enter the fold the 
longer time will they have in which to serve their 
Saviour. 

2. It ts a school of religious training. Through 
its pulpit instruction, its Bible school, its sacra- 
ments, and other educative agencies it carries on an 
unceasing work of illumination and edification. It 
also supplies to many perplexed souls a guiding 
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light in life’s practical affairs; and to the great 
question touching unseen and eternal things, which 
press upon every heart, it gives the only satisfactory 
solution. 

Fortunately, in the present day, the educational 
function of the church is receiving special atten- 
tion. To meet the demand of our modern life an 
intelligent type of piety is felt to be needed; and to 
meet the diversified demands of our complex church 
life, not to speak of our complex social life, we will 
need a variety of trained experts. In the further- 
ance of this department of church work a volu- 
minous literature is being produced, advanced peda- 
gogical methods are being adopted, and classes, 
summer assemblies and institutes of all kinds are 
being formed. Through these agencies missionary, 
philanthropic, and social questions are being dis- 
cussed. The general result of this timely move- 
ment is the deepening and widening of the influ- 
ence of the church and the bringing of it into a 
new place of power. 

3. It is a moral sanitarium, a place where feeble 
and infirm souls are cared for and nursed back to 
health. Writing to the church in Rome, Paul says, 
“Him that is weak in faith receive ye, yet not for 
decision of scruples.” That is, do not worry him 
about nonessential matters; but do everything pos- 
sible to confirm his faith rather than to unsettle it. 
And if one “be overtaken in any trespass,” what 
is to be done with him? How is he to be treated? 
The answer is, “Restore such an one in the spirit 
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of gentleness, looking to thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted” (Gal. 6. 1). The figure is that of re- 
storing to place a dislocated bone. This is to be 
done with gentleness and tenderness—just as we 
would wish to be handled if some day we should 
stumble and fall. 

The church is not an exhibition gallery for per- 
fect saints, but a place where imperfect people re- 
ceive strength to walk in the way of righteousness. 
When the first Christian society was formed after 
Pentecost, it is said that the Lord added to them 
day by day those that were being saved (Acts 2. 
47); that is, those in whom the saving process had 
begun; and among them doubtless were many who 
were badly damaged in character. It is a poor kind 
of church that does not employ an ambulance corps 
to go out after those who have been wounded in 
life’s battle and bring them in, that they may be 
made whole and saved to lives of honored useful- 
ness. 

4. A Social Center. The church is a spiritual 
force which finds expression in the social life in the 
midst of which it is planted. It is a spiritual Nile 
overflowing its banks and carrying life to earth’s 
waste places. As another has put it, “Its business 
is to spiritualize the social and to socialize the 
spiritual.” It is a social solvent, dissolving into 
one the various elements in the community life. 
It is the nucleus of the larger spiritual brotherhood, 
which will one day include the whole of human 
kind. 
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Tt cannot be too strongly emphasized that the 
church is an instrumentality rather than an end. 
Its end is the establishment of that social order 
designated as the kingdom of God, or the kingdom 
of heaven. This explains why Jesus had so much 
to say about the Kingdom and so little about the 
church. He wanted to impress upon his followers 
that their main aim was not to be the building up of 
the church, but the bringing in of the Kingdom. 
The church was not to be looked upon as the final 
end, but something existing for its accomplishment. 
In the Vatican there is a Gothic facade representing 
the church as a ship, into which believing souls enter 
and are safely transported to glory. This is a mis- 
leading figure. Above all other things the church 
is a human agency for doing a divine work. It is 
the agency upon which Christ depends for the carry- 
ing out of his redemptive mission. 

After Pentecost came the church, from the church 
comes the Kingdom. This is the divine order. The 
prophecy of the coming kingdom is the drum-beat 
to which the church militant marches. Her unceas- 
ing prayer should be, “Thy kingdom come,” and to 
answer her own prayer should be the aim of all her 
toil. To the great task of setting up the Father’s 
rule of justice, love, and brotherhood every par- 
ticle of her power should be employed. 

To accomplish this the church must be loyal to 
every movement of social reform; she must catch 
Christ’s social vision and recognize the truth ex- 
pressed in Cardinal Manning’s words, “Whenever 
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you behold a good thing there you see the working 
of the Holy Ghost.” Even in the deep unrest of a 
time like that through which we are now passing, 
we ought to be able to see, in the blind struggle 
after a richer and fuller life, signs of the working 
of the spirit of Christ in the hearts of men. If a 
noble Roman could say, “Everything that concerns 
man concerns me,” shame upon any Christian who 
takes lower ground! 

5. A Witness for Christ. This is indicated in 
the word “church” itself. The church is not the 
community functioning religiously. It is an 
ecclesia, a company called out from the world and 
made separate from it. But alas! the line of demar- 
cation between the church and the world has too 
often been well-nigh effaced, so that the one has 
become hardly distinguishable from the other. To 
gain the world the church has often lost her soul. 
And never can she recover her pristine power ex- 
cept by recovering her pristine purity in a life of 
separateness from the world. 

Christ needs his church as the organ through 
which to manifest himself. Without its testimony, 
he would be like a spirit without a body, and could 
have no way of expressing himself. Unless he can 
find a succession of loyal witnesses, his chufch will 
become extinct. As those who have borne witness 
to him go out at one end of the gate of death others 
must come in at the other end by the gate of primary 
confession, if his Church is to be renewed and kept 
moving toward its destined goal. 


LO CHRIST S CHURCH gI 


Wuat Loyatty To Curists CHurcH DEMANDS 


It demands, in the first place, that all of his 
followers identify themselves with it. This they 
must do— 

1. For Their Own Sake. The overt act of join- 
ing the church is needed to strengthen the secret 
purpose of the heart. Those who attempt to live 
as secret disciples put themselves in a difficult and 
dangerous position. By hiding their light under a 
bushel they run the risk of putting it out. 

Everyone needs the church because it ministers 
to what is deepest in his nature. Like the Sab- 
bath, it was made for man and not man for it. It 
appeals to man as a spiritual being, and brings him 
into possession of the priceless things of the spir- 
itual kingdom. Its sanctuary is the meeting-place 
between him and God. There he can worship him; 
there he can sing his praise; there he can wait upon 
him in prayer; there he can receive strength for 
life’s work, courage for its battles, comfort for its 
sorrows, light for its darkness, hope for its dis- 
couragements and triumph for its trials. Deprived 
of its aid his spiritual life would suffer. Much as 
the church needs him, he needs it still more. 

2. For the Sake of Others. When he comes into 
the open, others will be helped by his example; 
but if he refuses to be counted in, how are his 
friends to know where he belongs? When Vic- 
torinus whispered softly in the ear of Augustine, 
“I too am a Christian,” Augustine replied, “I will 
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not believe it, nor count thee so, until I see thee 
among the Christians in the church.” To be help- 
ful to others, one has to be a legible Christian, 
known and read of all men. 

3. For Christ's Sake. This is the chief reason. 
Christ wants everyone who loves him in his heart 
to acknowledge him openly, and take his place 
among his confessed followers. He expects him 
to be loyal to his church in every way possible; to 
boost it, to uphold its good name, to magnify its 
work, to contribute regularly and sacrificially to its 
support, to attend its appointed services and to help 
it to achieve the greatest success. He expects him 
to put himself under its burdens and be more con- 
cerned about what he can put into it than in what 
he can get out of it. He expects him to be an 
active, not a nominal member; a working bee, not 
a drone; a producer, not a mere consumer, one who 
counts for something in its actual work. He also 
expects that in taking part in its organized work he 
will be ready to put aside his own plans and proj- 
ects and, accepting the decision of the majority, 
enter loyally with those from whom he may differ 
in many things into a fellowship of a common serv- 
ice. 

The church is by no means perfect, yet with all 
its faults it is the noblest fellowship on earth, and 
is doing more for human uplift than all other 
agencies combined ; and when the life of any Chris- 
tian comes to a close, and its results are summed 
up, it will be found that the things of greatest value 
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which he has been enabled to accomplish have been 
done within the church, and through the agencies 
of social and religious service that it has provided 
for the fulfillment of the individual life. 

If the mind of Christ be followed, loyalty to his 
Church will mean more, ‘infinitely more, than loyalty 
to the particular church of which one happens to 
be a member. It will mean loyalty to the church 
universal, the church visible and invisible. To be 
a loyal Episcopalian, a loyal Baptist, a loyal Meth- 
odist or a loyal denominationalist of any sort- is 
not enough. One must be a loyal Christian; he 
must be loyal to the whole body of believers of 
which Christ is the head, entering into its spiritual 
fellowship, seeking ‘its purity, participating with all 
its members in the work of winning the world to 
Christ, and laboring with them for the obliteration 
of all dividing lines, that it may “become one flock, 
one shepherd.” 


CHAPTER VII 
LOYALTY TO CHRIST’S IDEALS 


THis means first of all loyalty to Christ’s ideal 
touching our personal lives. For the life of every 
one of his followers Christ has a plan. There is a 
special niche which he wants each one to occupy; 
a definite work which he wants each one to do. As 
everyone was made for a purpose, he was also re- 
deemed for a purpose. The evangelist Moody was 
accustomed to say that a great many Christians 
seemed to think only what they were saved from, 
and forget what they were saved for. Peter points 
out the twofold purpose of redemption by saying 
that we were redeemed from all iniquity that we 
might be a people for Christ’s own possession, 
zealous of good works. 

For anyone to discern, ever so dimly, the purpose 
of Christ in his redemption, is to make life’s great 
discovery. When this discovery came to Paul he 
said, “I press on, if so be that I may lay hold on 
that for which also I was laid hold on by Jesus 
Christ.” That is to say, he sought henceforth to 
work out the plan which Christ had for him, when, 
on the Damascus road, he laid hands upon him and 
claimed him for his own. This every Christian 
should do. He should make the program of Christ 
the ideal which he is to seek to realize in his life. 
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Does someone ask, “Am I to have nothing what- 
ever to do in making my own life plan?” In an 
important sense you have; for God, having en- 
dowed you with reason, expects you to exercise it. 
But having made your plan, you are to hold it up 
for the Master to inspect it and approve it, so that 
your plan may agree with his. 

In carrying out the plan of Christ in our lives a 
threefold movement is involved. 

1. Onward. The motto of all Christians should 
be, “Leaving the doctrine of the first principles of 
Christ, let us press on unto perfection” (Heb. 6. 
1). Christianity is a religion of progress. In this 
it differs from the religions of the East, which are 
stagnant and stationary. Yet individual Christians 
often fail to exhibit this quality. Like a boy on a 
rocking horse, they make plenty of motion but no 
progress. A normal Christian is a progressive 
Christian. He keeps moving forward. He keeps 
moving forward in his thinking, passing from the 
external things, which are called “the first prin- 
ciples of the doctrine of Christ,” to the deeper 
things of the spirit. He also keeps moving forward 
in his experience, passing from childhood to man- 
hood. Growth is a sign of life. When any one 
ceases to grow, he begins to decay. Ruskin tells 
us that at the beginning of the eighth century Irish 
and Florentine art were on a level, but every touch 
of the brush of the Irish missal painter showed 
satisfaction with his work, while that of the Floren- 
tine artist showed aspiration after higher attain- 
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ments, with the result that Irish art perished, while 

Florentine art advanced. Satisfaction with present 

attainment is fatal. To make progress there must ( 

( be a holy dissatisfaction with what has been attained ' 

and an onward movement toward something better. ° 
When we follow perfection we follow a flying goal. 
Perfection is always a little further on. 

2. Upwards. This movement is set forth in the 
words, “One thing J do, forgetting the things which 
are behind, and stretching forward to the things 
which are before, I press on toward the goal, unto 
the prize of the upward calling of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 3. 13, 14, marginal reading). To the 
upward call every true Christian responds. He 
takes the upward way; he seeks the things which 
are above; he aspires after the best: he follows 
after the highest. In this he follows the law of 
ascent, which runs through the whole of the spir- 
itual universe, and of which Luis G. Urbina, a 
modern Mexican poet, speaks in the lines, 


“All things climb a starry stair, 

And by a law that no man knows, 
What was yesterday a thorn 

Shall to-morrow be a rose; 
What is now a chrysalis 

Soon shall soar, free fluttering ; 
What was yesterday a wish 

Will to-morrow be a wing.” 


A true Christian is touched with a holy aspiration. 
He is a climber. He is constantly reaching up to 
higher things. He has a vision of the ladder of 
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perfection, to which the mystics so frequently refer. 
This ladder he endeavors to mount, rung by rung, 
never pausing, taking a fresh grip when he slips 
back, and never imagining that he can reach a 
point where his climbing is at an end. 

We do not hear much these days about the higher 
Christian life. We are content to live at a low level. 
We build our house of life in the valley of worldli- 
ness, instead of pressing on to the heights of holi- 
ness, and building it there. We build too low; 
we live beneath our privileges; we come short of 
Christ’s program for us, which is not merely a 
higher life, but the highest life, the highest life 
which is possible to us; the ideally perfect life 
which he, as our great example, has set before us 
for our daily imitation and which it is possible for 
us measurably to reproduce. 

3. An Outward Movement. His followers are 
not only to move onward and upward; they are to 
move outward; they are to aim not only at personal 
perfection, but also at social perfection. The end 
of life is found outside of self. No one has a right 
to look upon the world and say, “This is my oyster.” 
He should give to the world more than he gets out 
of it. Whatever spiritual enlargement may have 
come to him is to be used for the enlargement of 
his service to mankind. 


“Heaven does with us as we with torches do, 
Not light them for themselves.” 


We take in that we may: give out; we grow a soul, 
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that we may have something more to express; we 
develop our devotional life, that we may enrich our 
ministry to others. Thoreau has said, “It is not 
enough to be good; we must be good for some- 
thing.” It is equally true that to be good for some- 
thing we must be good. Water cannot rise higher 
than its fountain. Doing is the result of being. 
Hence to attain unto the ideal life which Christ 
has planned for us, and made possible to us, we 
must follow his method of making the tree good 
that the fruit may be good. 


Present-Day OPpporTUNITIES 


Never was there a time when life held in it 
such glorious possibilities; never could life be made 
to count for more; never did the golden gates of op- 
portunity swing open so wide before to aspiring 
souls. Speaking of Christian work in particular, 
John R. Mott said that we no longer need to pray 
for doors to open, inasmuch as the whole world is 
an open door. To the task of meeting these en- 
larged opportunities everyone is to contribute his 
share, for he has something to do which no one 
else can do for him. To everyone the Master of 
Men says, “Behold, I have set before thee a door 
opened, which none can shut.” Duty is located, and 
it lies close at hand. 


THE GREATEST INVESTMENT 


“What shall I do with my life?” is a question 
which every young person, standing at the parting 
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of the ways, must consider. How can I invest my 
life so that it will yield the best returns? How can 
I make it profitable in the largest possible degree 
to God, to my fellow men and to myself? From 
the responsibility of deciding what to do with oneself 
there is no escape. When Samuel J. Mills, who 
afterward became the leader of the famous hay- 
stack prayer meeting, at which the American Board 
of Foreign Missions was born, was passing through 
a severe spiritual struggle, he said to his mother, 
“I wish that I had never been born”; to which his 
wise mother replied, “But you have been born, my 
son, and you could not help it, and now it remains 
with you to decide what use you are going to make 
of your life.’ Everyone is endowed at birth with a 
certain amount of capital, which he can tie up in a 
napkin and hide in the ground or increase by judi- 
cious investment, after the manner of the wise and 
profitable servants, whom the Lord commended in 
the twin parables of the talents and of the pounds. 
The race that is set before us starts from the spot 
whereon we stand. In a needy world like this, no 
one has any right to complain of lack of oppor- 
tunity for making a satisfactory investment of his 
life. 


ConDITIONS OF SUCCESS 


1. Finding One’s Place. Many of the greatest 
failures in life come from people’s attempting to 
occupy places which they were never intended to 
fill. They are like round pegs in square holes— 
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misfits. Not only in the choice of a profession, but 
in everything in life everyone should study his 
tastes and aptitude, and select the task for which 
he is specially fitted. Our Lord is said to appoint 
to every man his work, that is, the work for which 
he has been specially prepared and to which he is 
specially adapted; and happy are they whose choice 
coincides with his appointment. 

2. Concentration of Energy. To make a success 
of life it is necessary for one to limit the range of 
his activities and say, “This one thing I do.” Those 
who squander their power come to bankruptcy. 
Everyone has just so much force to expend, and 
when it is expended upon a multiplicity of objects 
it is dissipated and lost, like a stream flowing into 
the desert sands. Those who succeed are those who 
specialize on something definite, and concentrate 
every ounce of power on its accomplishment. 

3- Gwing the Primacy to Life’s Higher Interests 
—Putting Best Things First. A young man who 
fell heir to a sum of money asked a friend what to 
do with it. “Pour your money into your brains,” 
was the immediate reply. This was good advice, 
for in order to attain the enrichment of one’s ser- 
vice to humanity there must be, first of all, the en- 
richment of self. Those who seek first the lesser 
things of life come to grief; but those who follow 
the divine order, and seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, have the lesser things added 
to them. 

4. Selecting and Obtaining the Best Obtainable 
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Counsel. Taking counsel of those of riper years, 
of maturer judgment and of wider experience— 
above all, taking counsel of the One who knows us 
best and loves us most, the Unseen Friend who is 
ever at our side and who will not fail to guide our 


steps aright. When we have taken any problem in | 


our little lives to him in prayer, and have received 
an intimation of his mind in the matter, we are not 
to keep revising the decision we have made but are 
to go straight on, believing that life, instead of 
being a football of the Fates, is a divinely ordered 
scheme in which all things are made to work to- 
gether for the highest ends. 

5. Cooperation with God. Those who seek to 
attain the highest end in life can always depend 
upon having God to help them, and the end which 
they attain will depend more upon what God does 
for them than upon what they do for themselves. 
It is God’s part that tells in the shaping of a life. 
A certain man was boasting about being self-made, 
when a little boy remarked, “My father says you 
would have made a better job of it if you had got 
someone to help you.” Apart from God’s help no 
one can work out his plan. 


Goop Returns ASSURED 


Those who accept God’s plan in their lives, and 
faithfully seek to carry it out, cannot fail to reap 
the best possible returns. But let there be no mis- 
take in this matter; the returns received are not 
always those of a worldly kind. Christ does not 
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pay his servants in the coin of this world but in the 
coin of the heavenly realm. In business affairs it is 
often said that honesty is the best policy, but honesty 
does not always pay in dollars and cents, but it 
does always pay in spiritual returns. It pays in a 
good conscience, in a nobler manhood, in the smile 
of heaven. And who that has the slightest apprecia- 
tion of the spiritual values of life would for a mo- 
ment dream of bartering these priceless treasures 
for the highest prizes of earth! 


Loyatty to Curist’s IpEAL ToucHINGc THE WorLp 


Christ has not only a plan for the individual, he 
has also a program for the world. Concerning the 
details of his world program there is room for great 
diversity of opinion, but looked at in the large it is 
seen to be nothing else and nothing less than the 
establishment of his kingdom upon the earth. To 
this end everything should contribute; to its ac- 
complishment every part and particle of power that 
we possess should be devoted. The prayer, “Thy 
kingdom come,” is the heart of all prayer ; the bring- 
ing in of the Kingdom is the ultimate aim of all 
personal effort.. We are to pray for the coming of } 
the Kingdom as if all depended upon God, and work | 
for its coming as if all depended upon ourselves. — 


THE GREAT Missionary CoMMISSION 


Christianity is essentially a missionary religion. 
It is not only reformatory, it is creative ; it not 
only seeks to make things over, it seeks to make 
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them new. It goes to the root of the matter and 
seeks to bring in the new social order by making 
new men. 

Important, then, as is its social mission, and 
ready as it is to ally itself to all who are laboring 
for social betterment, it goes further and aims at 
social regeneration. It seeks not only to make things 
better, it seeks to make them different; it seeks not 
only to help, it also seeks to save. 

The missionary charter of the church is given 
by Jesus, in the words, “All authority hath been 
given unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye there- 
fore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world” (Matt. 18. 19, 2G)... 

The missionary program of Christ as here defi- 
nitely laid down suggests that the followers of 
Christ are not to be content with acting on the de- 
fensive. They are to be aggressive. They are not 
to wait for organization but are to take the initia- 
tive. They are not to wait for channels to be dug, 
but to dig them. In the highly developed social 
life of the present day organization has become a 
necessity in the prosecution of religious work. Be- 
cause of this we are in danger of depending upon 
it, and so losing the power of personal initiative. 
Those who have volunteered for missionary service 
are not to wait until the organization to which they 
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have offered their services is ready to use them. 
They are to do some bit of missionary work now 
on their own account. Missionary work is not done 
in foreign fields alone, or under the direction of 
missionary boards alone. At our door we will find 
missionary work awaiting us, and those who fail 
to take up the humble work which lies nearer to 
hand may well question their fitness for the wider 
work after which their hearts are hungering. 


Wor_tp Wipe EvaNnGELISM 


When an international question was being dis- 
cussed in the British House of Commons in a pro- 
vincial fashion, a member rose and said, “Gentle- 
men, what we need is a bigger map.” This is what 
Jesus gave to us—a bigger map; a map that has no 
territorial limits, a map that embraces the whole 
round world. He requires of us that we include 
the whole of human kind in our sympathies; that 
we girdle the globe with our prayers; that, begin- 
ning at Jerusalem, we go to the earth’s remotest 
bounds, carrying the good news of salvation to the 
last man. 

The church is just beginning to catch up with 
his big program. The spirit of nationalism is ex- 
panding into the spirit of internationalism, and on 
every hand is heard the thrilling watch-cry, “The 
whole wide world for Jesus.” To this mighty task 
of world-wide conquest the youth of the present day 
must gird themselves. To turn the tide of battle, 
the youth of our churches must answer the Cap- 
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tain’s summons, each one saying, “Here am I, send 
me.” 

When an officer received from the Duke of Well- 
ington a certain order, and tried to argue about the 
impossibility of executing it, the Iron Duke cut 
him short by replying, “Sir, I did not ask your opin- 
ion, I gave you my order, and I expect it to be 
obeyed.” Before a task so gigantic as that which 
Christ puts upon us, our hearts, in their weakness, 
may quail; but it is not ours to argue the matter; 
it is ours to obey his command; and when we do 
so, going forth in faith, we shall be enabled to per- 
form the impossible. 


An ADEQUATE INSTRUMENT 


Mark’s version of the great commission reads, 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to the whole creation” (16. 15); that is, tell the 
whole creation the old, old story of Jesus and his 
love; tell sinful men everywhere the everlasting 
good news that they may have everlasting life, be- 
cause Christ has died. In this simple message has 
been lodged all the power of omnipotence. It has 
been described as the “power of God unto salva- 
tion unto every one that believeth”—literally, the 
dynamic energy coming from God and issuing in 
salvation. From the evangel of the cross Chris- 
tianity derives its conquering power. 

The Place of Baptism in the Great Commission. 
By this simple act Christ’s followers made avowal 
of their discipleship. They were baptized “into the 
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name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit.” That is to say, they openly took upon 
themselves the Christian name and sought hence- 
forth to be known as belonging to Christ. We thus 
see that at the first, baptism was not a condition of 
entrance into the church but was a method of evan- 
gelism. It was the completion of the act of confes- 
sion, and in this way it is so used in foreign-mis- 
sionary work to-day. 


EpucaTIONAL EvANGELISM 


A suggestion of this form of evangelism is con- 
tained in the words, “making disciples of all na- 
tions”—literally, “discipling all nations.” This 
means teaching them progressively the things of the 
Kingdom, as laid down in the recorded words of 
Jesus; it means enlightening them naturally and 
gradually in the things of Christ; it means confirm- 
ing them in the faith; it means molding them into 
the noblest Christian type. 

Every generation has its own special point of 
emphasis. To-day we are in the midst of a great 
educational movement. This is seen by the large 
increase of pupils in our higher schools of learning. 
The wise religious leader will put himself into the 
work that his day demands. 

Evangelism is to be intensive as well as extensive. 
It is to be individual as well as world-wide. This 
is the form which it is bound to take increasingly 
in Christian lands. Preaching is to be followed by 
teaching; mass evangelism, by personal evangelism. 
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The evangelistic spirit is to be diffused through our 
educational work as an egg is diffused through a 
cake. But alas! many cannot believe in evangelism 
unless it resembles the egg in the shell. 

The failure of the old evangelism has created a 
demand for a new evangelism, suited to modern. 
conditions of thought and life, and in harmony with 
the new psychology, which regards conversion as 
“a4 phenomenon of natural growth,” and while there 
may be a danger of relying upon nature to do the 
work of grace, the movement as a whole is as 
wholesome as it is inevitable. 


APPLIED CHRISTIANITY 


“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I commanded you,” meant not only teaching them 
to assent to his commands, but to carry them out, 
reducing them to practice in the conduct of every- 
day life. As thus set forth Christianity is a 
philosophy of life—it is a method of living. It is 
living according to Christ’s program, doing what- 
ever he would have us do, sinking our will in his, 
following him everywhere and at all times in the 
path of loving obedience. The missionary program 
of Jesus is not purely individualistic—it includes 
his social program, as the greater includes the less. 
The social applications of his teachings are as much 
in evidence as their personal applications. Take the 
work of foreign missions, there we find teaching 
and training going hand in hand. The converts are 
- taught to do, as well as to think, They are trained 
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in the arts. They are taught to embody in their 
social life everything good that pertains to our 
Christian civilization. 

Every true missionary is a social worker. 1. He 
possesses a social vision. The world is his field; 
the salvation of the world is his aim. 2. He is 
moved by a social passion—a passion for human- 
ity; in its entireness. 3. He has a great social 
message—the gospel of personal salvation and “the 
gospel of the Kingdom.” 4. He is swayed by a 
powerful motive. The love of Christ constrains 
him. Nor is there any danger that the stream of 
his social service will dribble out as the years go 
by, if it is fed from this unfailing source. 5. He 
employs a spiritual power all-sufficient unto social 
salvation. He seeks to make the world better with- 
out by making it better within; he seeks to save it 
from outward ills by saving it from sin; and, be- 
lieving that “there is no political alchemy by which 
you can get golden conduct out of leaden motives,” 
he seeks to bring to bear upon the world’s heart 
the recreative power of the divine love, expressed 
to the uttermost in the cross of Calvary, that his 
social passion may find satisfaction, and his social 
vision, realization. 


UNSEEN HELPERS 


In sending his disciples forth to carry out the 
missionary program which he outlined, Jesus added, 
“And lo, I am with you always, even unto the con- 
summation of the age.” He was not merely to be 
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their Companion by the way, but their Helper in 
the work. Those who go forth at his bidding to 
win the world to him, never go alone, nor do they 
go unaided. The promise of his presence implies 
the certainty of cooperation. He works for all who 
work for him. He is at the side of every lonely 
worker, sustaining him, inspiring him, and putting 
himself into his work. It is his cooperation with 
our puny effort that furnishes the only guarantee 
of success. Shortly after his ascension it is said 
that the disciples “went forth, and preached every- 
where, the Lord working with them, and confirm- 
ing the word by the signs that followed” (Mark 
16. 20). 

Jesus also promised to send “another comforter” 
or “helper,”—namely, the Holy Spirit. The Holy, 
Spirit was not to be his substitute during his 
absence, but was to be the agent by which, when he 
was no longer here in the flesh, his spiritual pres- 
ence was to be made real and vital to the hearts of 
men. Christ and the Holy Spirit are not identical. 
Contemporaneous in presence, they are distinct in 
person and work. It is the work of the Holy Spirit 
to take the things of Christ and show them unto 
us, using not only the spoken word, but also the 
inspoken word which he himself whispers within 
the soul, and this work he is now doing. 


Tue Catt To HALT 


When the call to go forth on the work of world 
evangelism was given, and the disciples were as 
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hounds straining upon the leash, eager to be at the 
work, the call was given to tarry at Jerusalem until 
they should receive from on high spiritual equip- 
ment adequate to the successful prosecution of their 
undertaking. 

Thus we see that the first thing that the fol- 
lowers of Christ did after his departure was to 
pray. Prayer is centered in the religion of Jesus 
as an indispensable agency for the bringing in of 
the Kingdom. By it we connect with God and be- 
come possessors of the power which alone is ade- 
quate for the work. The church can dispense with 
money, with learning, with organization, and with 
social prestige, but it cannot dispense with prayer. 
The ten days of prayer preceding Pentecost were 
not time lost, but made everything that followed 
Pentecost possible, and the need for this enduement 
of power for service is just as great to-day as then; 
and never can his world program be carried out if 
this source of power is neglected. 


New Leapers AND WorxKERS WANTED 


For the carrying out of his missionary program, 
Christ is seeking leaders and workers to-day, just 
as he sought them in the days of his flesh; and now, 
as then, he is seeking them mainly among those who 
have upon them the dew of their youth. Great 
leaders, like great poets, are born, not made; but 
the host of subordinate leaders and workers needed 
to do the ordinary work of the church must be 
trained for the task so as to be able to meet the 
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ever-changing conditions of the age in which they 
live. 

The world’s great enterprises are almost all in 
the hands of the young men. And most of the 
world’s great wars have been fought by striplings. 
This was notably the case in the War of the Re- 
bellion, in which the average age of the soldiers 
of the North was only twenty years. “Young men 
for war, old men for counsel,” has passed into a 
proverb. 


“Ty the May day of his youth man is 
Ripe for exploits and mighty enterprise.” 


It is said, “Your young men shall see visions” — 
looking eagerly into the future, they shall see the 
wonders yet to be and push on to their realization : 
“and your old men shall dream dreams” (Acts 2. 
17), brooding at eventide, their work being done, 
over the glories of a vanished past. 

‘In harmony with this distinction, the evangelistic 
gift which is often given only for a season is gen- 
erally given in youth. As illustrative of this take 
the evangelistic career of Saint John. It came at 
the beginning of his Christian life and was a very 
short one but of great intensity while it lasted. It 
was during this period, while prosecuting his evan- 
gelistic mission, that he got the name of Boanerges, 
or “Son of thunder.” Afterward his work changed 
into that of edification, and he settled down into 
the pastorate of the church in Ephesus. It is inter- 
esting to note that the evangelist Moody passed 
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through a similar change, and in the latter years of 
his life gave special emphasis to the work of Chris- 
tian edification and education. 

It may be to many in our day a cause of surprise 
that Christ’s recruits were all men. But it could 
not have been otherwise. The hour for the en- 
franchisement of women had not yet struck, and 
for Jesus to have appointed women to places of 
leadership would have foredoomed his cause to 
failure. Social changes come slowly. Jesus had 
to deal with the question of sex equality as he had 
to deal with the question of slavery. He had to 
plant in the minds of men the great seed truths by 
which all social wrongs would be ultimately sup- 
planted. When the revolutionary declaration was 
made that within the circle of the new order which 
Christ had come to establish, there was to be “neither 
bond nor free,” that there could “be no male and 
female; for ye all are one man in Christ Jesus” 
(Gal. 3. 28), the movement for the liberation of 
women, which has continued till the present day, 
was finally launched. 

‘What ought to be remembered is that the new age 
is come, in which the promise is fulfilled, 

“T will pour forth of my Spirit upon all flesh; 

And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

And... upon my hand-maidens in those days 


Will I pour forth my spirit; and they shall prophesy.” 
(Acts 2. 17, 18.) 


That is to say, prophecy, not in the sense of fore- 
telling, but in the sense of forth-telling. Sex dis- 
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tinctions in religion have been abolished. For a 
priestly class, composed exclusively of men, we have 
the priesthood of believers, and for the ministry of 
men the ministry of the entire church. 

From the enfranchisement of women has come 
the conservation of power and the enlargement of 
influence within the church. But nature itself 
teaches us that in the subdivision of labor there are 
certain occupations for which women are specially 
fitted, while there are others which only the ex- 
ceptional woman can engage in with success. This 
work of liberation must go on, however, until there 
shall be no place of leadership which woman can 
worthily fill, from which she is any longer excluded. 


Tue Present Day SUMMONS 


The call of Christ to the youth of to-day to 
carry to completion the work in which he was en- 
gaged while on earth, and in which he has been 
engaged ever since, is a call to the hardest and most 
glorious task that can challenge human effort. It 
is no child’s play in which they are called to take 
part. The times are ripe for change, and the air 
is tremulous with the coming of great events which 
will tax the incoming generation to the utmost, and 
demand from them not a little soul-sweat. But this 
should attract rather than deter, for it belongs to 
the enthusiasm of youth to pour out the precious 
ointment of loving service without regard to cost, 
and to bear a cross as gayly as to wave a flag. In 
the late World War tens of thousands of our young 
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men went forth to fight the battle of humanity, pre- 
pared to make the great sacrifice—and many of 
them made it; and who will affirm that the soldiers 
of the cross are less sacrificial than they? In the 
religion of every normal youth there is a dash of 
idealism, a desire to tackle the difficult tasks and to 
achieve the impossible. And nowhere can this in- 
born instinct, which the touch upon his heart intensi- 
fies and ennobles, find wider scope and more com- 
plete gratification than following the Captain of 
Salvation as he goes forth, “conquering and to con- 
quer.” 

Obedience to the call of Christ means to-day, as 
it always has meant, the foregoing of earth’s prizes. 
Well-meaning effort is being made by the churches 
to improve the lot of ministers, missionaries, and all 
kinds of religious workers. This is as it should be. 
But a great mistake will be made if the emphasis 
be shifted, and instead of saying to the young peo- 
ple we are endeavoring to recruit for the work of 
the Kingdom, “Come and suffer,” we should say, 
“Come and we will make things more comfortable 
for you than they have ever been before.” This ¢ 
lower call will surely defeat itself, for there is no { 
call that meets from the heart of youth such a ¢ 
swift and hearty response as the call to the heroic. ) 
Addressing his fellow countrymen, Garibaldi said, 
“I offer you hardships, poverty, wounds, and rags; 
but whoever among you loves Italy, let him follow 
me,” and the flower of Italian youth sprang to his 
side to fight under the banner of freedom. It is 
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upon this high ground that the church of to-day 
must stand in her appeal to the young people, ask- 
ing them to devote themselves to the service of hu- 
manity in the name of Christ. 

But whatever the church may do to cushion the 
hard conditions of discipleship, the Master himself 
never lowers his standard, but admonishes every 
would-be follower to count the cost, saying, aes abe 
that doth not take his cross and follow me, is not 
worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose 
it; and he that loseth his life for my sake shall 
find it” (Matt. 10. 38). 


‘A FrnaL WorpD 


We have now considered the great Christ under 
the leading aspects in which he is presented to us 
in the New Testament, and we have seen that in 
each of these aspects there is an additional reason 
suggested why we should give to him our supreme 
loyalty. And now the practical question, which may 
be put in the words of Pilate to the Jews, “What 
then shall I do unto Jesus who is called Christ ?” 
has to be acted upon in some way. From the neces- 
sity of making some decision there is no escape. 
Positive, definite action ig called for. The Lord 
himself has said, “If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them.” He does not say, “happy 
are ye if ye admire them and assent to them, and 
give to them your indorsement,” but happy are ye 
if ye carry them out in a practical way. There- 
fore, frankly facing the ultimate issue, may each 
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one who reads these pages, gathering every particle 
of self-determining power into one supreme and 
decisive act, express his dedication to Christ by ap- 
propriating to himself the following lines: 


Oh Master mine! Oh Master mine! 
My will to thee I now resign, 
Resolved, whatever lot I see, 
Wholeheartedly to follow thee. 


Oh Master mine! Oh Master mine! 
Without a sound, without a sign, 

I follow on devoid of fear, 
Believing thou art ever near. 


Oh Master mine! Oh Master mine! 

In thy reflected light I shine. 

Forth in thy service I will go, 

Clothed in the power thou dost bestow. 


Oh Master mine! Oh Master mine! 
Since all the power to win is thine, 
To thee shall all the glory be, 
Both now and through eternity. 
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